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their mutual interests and regard their
relationship with a greater feeling of
amity instead of the enmity that is dis-
played at present. The Arbitration Court
fixes the wages of the individual often on
age and irrespective of production. I do not
know how an industry can prosper unless
the party receiving wages and the party
providing the employ.ment can devise some
method whereby the industry will yield the
requisite wage. Production is the only)
method by which that can be determined.
The age of the individual is not going to
influence that important fact. The produc-
tion of the industry and nothing else will
enable it to stand. Unemployment is re-
flected in the statistics concerning imports
and exports publish 'ed a few days ago. The
total imports of Westera Australia last year
amounted to £18,376,440, an increase of
£1,918,868, while our exports were only'
£C15,151,950, an increase of £570,302. Thus
the total excess of imports over exports was
£3,224,481. That statement of our trading
operations reflects the industrial position of
the State. It shows that there has not been
operating the arrangement essential to
bring the two great forces, employers and
employees, together, and bind them into one
harmonious whole working for the common
good of the State. Here is Western Aus-
tralia imparting to this large extent and
thus working the greatest possible detri-
ment to its own people. Reference has been
made to Government buildings. I would re-
mind the Leader of the Rouse of certain
questions I asked last session regarding the
Lands Titles Office. On that occason I
stressed the importance of Government ac-
tion to have a suitable building erected for
that department. I ask that attention he
given to this matter. It is not necessary to re-
fer to some of the comments I nude recently
when addressing the Royal Institute of Ar-
chitects regarding our Houses of Parliat-
nient. Probably the Mfinister will also keep
that matter in mind. A matter that affects.
lay constituency perhaps more than others
is the increasing number of motor accidents.
In Washington nearly two years ago a con-
ference was held to consider this important
matter, and in England efforts have been
made to devise means of minimising these
risks. The local Automobile Association has
taken steps to the mame end, and it would
he well if the Government considered means
by which the loss of ife&could he lessened.

I cannot undertake to support any measure
of State insurance that will exceed the
measure that this House accepted last year.
In conclusion, I express the hope that the
present year will be attended with the
greatest possible success to the country.

On motion by Ron. H. Seddon, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.

Thursday, 4th August, 1927.

Question: Croup Settlement . .
Aborigines and Dr. Cook's report
Fruit, cool store at Fremautle..
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-GROUP SETTLEMNT.

Mr. IAINDSAY asked the Minister for
Lands: What is the total debt charge, in-
eLuding drainage, owing on the 500 group
settlement blocks from 'which it is proposed
to remove settlers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The estimate of a reduction of 500 holdings
by linking and abandoning existing holdings
is based on progress results of reclassifica-
tion now proceeding. Until this is completed,
the actual holdings from which settlers will
be removed are not known. The develop-
mental expenditure on 500 holdings in the
areas coneerned, based on the average ex-
penditure on groups therein, is roughly esti-
mated at £800,000. The assets on linked
holdings will not be lost, and salvage of mov-
able assets will also reduce the loss. Drain-
age is not completed, and its cost cannot yet
be allocated.
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QUESTION-ABORIGINES AND DR.
COOK'S REPORT.

iMr. COVERLEX' asked the Minister for
Health: In view of the fact that the Broomne
Road Board and other public bodies are in
possession of a copy of the report of Dr.
Cook's inspection of natives in the North
and North-West, will he reconsider his re-
fusal to lay the report on the Table of the
House?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
Dr. Cook's report was confidential. He is
not an officer of the State departments.
The fact that the Broome Road Board and
other public bodies are in possession of a
copy does not remove the obligation to re-
gard it as confidential. Until the Coummon-
wealth authorities release the report, it can-
not be laid on the Table of the House.

QUESTION-FRUIT, COOL STORE AT
F RE MANTLE.-

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, In view of the growing im-
portance of the fruit export business, is it
the intention of the Government to construct
a cool store on the Fremantle wharf, thereby
providing necessary pre-cooling facilities
conveniently located for shippers? 2, If so,
wvheal

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, Ample cold storage accom-
modation is available at the W.A. Meat &x-
port Co.'s Works, Fremantle; therefore the
erection of permanent costly buildings on
the Fremnantle wharf is not warranted at
the present time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day.

Debate resumted front the previous day.

THE PREMIER (Holl. P. Collier-
Boulder) [4.38] : It is very often said that
the last session of a Parliament is mainly
occupied by members in talking to their
elctors, having in mind the approaching
elections. I think it is also proved that in
the first session of a new Parliament, when
dealiing with the Address-in-reply, members
mostly indulge in a repetition of their ele-
tioneering speeches. It is perhaps inevit-
able and to be expected, earning as we do

straight from the polling booths, saturated
with our campaign speeches, and literally
breathing the atmosphere of the campaign,
that we should to a great extent repeat our
utterances on the hustings. So I think that
the speech of the Leader of the Opposition
on Tuesday evening was made up chiefly of
statements that he mnade during the election
camnpaigni. The lion, member even brought
Up our cartoons. We each had a fair share
of them.

lion. Sir JaRi'eS M1itchell: I thought you
had them all. I could not have brought
then, up before.

The PREMIER: I admit that ours were
better, and in that respect I symnpathise with
the lion. member in the lack of imagination
possessed by those who conceived or de-
signed some of his party's cartoons.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: It was due to
lack of White City funds. We had no
mnonay.

The PREMIER: No. If there were any
White City funds in it. the hion. member wa"
responsible, because all the functions and
affairs that have been conducted in White
City had their origin during the time when
the lion, member was Premier.

Hfon. Sir- James Mitchell: I do not think
SO.

The PB EMIER: It was in those days
that gambling flourished at White City. Dur-
ing the past year or two the gambling
element has been reduced by about 90 per
cent., compared with what it was during the
days when the Leader of the Opposition had
control over it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is all very
fine.

The PREMIER: It is a fact.
Iron. Sir James Mitchell: The mioney was

not used for political pur-poses.
The PREMIER: It was used for the same

purpose and by the sme people. No new
people have gone to White City during the
past three years. It is the same body, and
the same organisations have utilised it for
the past three years that utilised it during
the term of the lion. member. Those aire
the facts with regard to White City.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: They are not
all the facts.

The 'PRE'MIER: The 'y are all the facts.
flon. Sir Jame, IMitchell: Charitable in-

slitations run the place.
The PREMIER: The same charitable in-

stitutions are there to-day, and the same
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bodies that may he regarded not as charit-
able. Precisely the same bodies that were
there when the bon, member was there are
still there, with the difference that gambling
has to a large extent been eliminated.

R~on. Sir James Mitchell: I am not sure
that you have been there.

Mr. Davy: What about turning White
City into a niice garden?

The PREMIER: It is not a bad idea. It
will, however, do no harm to have the facts
stated clearly and definitely.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you sug-
gest that the same people who are there
now were there before ?

The PREMIER: I asserted it, I did not
suggest it.

Ron. Sir James Mlitchell: For political
purposes-'

The PREMIER: I1 did not suggest it, but
I made a definite statement that these were
thle facts.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will have
at select committee.

The PREMIER : The only cartoon of im-
portance put out by the Opposition that I
noticed was a map of Western Australia,
containing the advice that "This is your coun-
try. Remember Queensland and New South
WYales, and place Labour last." The sug-
gestion was that Queensland and New South
Wales had been ruined by Labour Govern-
ments. I am quite prepared to credit the
people of those States with just the same po-
litild intelligence as is possessed by the peo-
ple in this or any other State in Australia.
They ma 'y be trusted to look after their own
iuteresN when the elections come round. I
know, too, that Mr. Lang was worked over-
time during the elections. He was brought
out upon every' platform, and was ar-
raigned before the bar of public opinion
in Western Australia, although I do not
know -whyv that should have been done here.
He is not engaged in serving this State, but
lie was nevertheleAs tried, sentenced and ex-
ecuted a thousand times over during the elec-
tion campaign.

Mr. Lindsay: lie was very much alive,
was he not?

The PREIER : Perhaps so.
'Mr. Mann: You do not take any excep-

tion to that, do you?
The PREMIER: No, but I decline, oil

behalf of the Government or the Labour
Party in this State, to accept any responsi -
bility for any alleged shortcomings that
'-%r. Lang may have, just as I do not wish

to claim credit for any virtues he may
possess. There has been a considerable
amount of discussion with regard to the
3 ear's financial operations. In some quaxters
people have been busy examining andi
analysiing the financial returns, to show
that the surplus is no real or tangible
thing. As a matter of fact, I think I am
safe in saying that a considerable number
of people in this State are positively
annoyed that a Labour Government shouldI

pouea surplus.
Mir. Marshall : They are disappointed

about it.
The PREMIER: It is quite contrary to

all ethics of their politics that a Labour
Government should be so discourteous as
to produce a surplus. Therefore, those
people set themselves the task of proving
that the financial result of the year's opera.
tions does not represent a surplus at all.
The "Sunday Times" says that we actually
had a deficit of £730,000. The Leader of
the Opposition made it £E250,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I was tinder
the mark.

The PREMIER: The "West Australian"
was more modest and brought its claim
down to two figures. There is rather
a discordant note in these statements,
and I suggest to them that it would
have been wiser if they had taken Lord
Melbourne's advice when he said to hi.
Ministers, "It does not matter a damn
what we say, so long as we all say the same
thing." Had these people consulted with
each other-

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Do you suggest
I should have consulted theml

The PREMIER: -there would, perhaps,
not be so imuch confusion in the minds of
the people of the State to-day as to the real
position. Some have said, "Well, there has
bee,, no surplus at all," while others, admit-
ting the surplus, say, "Well, even if there
is a surplus, it is not to the credit of this
Government but it is due to the generosity
of the Federal Government." The Press
and otlier critics say that we have had the.
beneft of the Fedferal disabilities rant,
and the grants for rond-maldng and for
otlier special purposes. Each one of those
critics knows perfectly well that not one
Penn -y of the Commonwealth money from
any of these zrailts during the past three
years has benefited Consolidated Revenue
at all.
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Mr. Latham: It has relieved Consolidated
Revenue.

The PREMER: In what way?
Mr. Latham: In various ways.
The PREIER: The inference has been

that in some way the money has come
directly into Consolidated Revenue.

'Mr. Latham: Not at all.
The PREMXIER: It has, and the state-

ments have been made with that purpose i
view. The object has been to give people
the idea that the improvement in the
finances has been brought about because
of the Federal grants. I assert again, not
one pound of the Federal money has gone
into Consolidated Revenue.

Mr. Mann: But the grants have been -if
great beneft to the State.

The PREMIER: I do not say they have
not been of benefit. I do not say it is not
of benefit to the State to have roads made,
or to receive a grant that will enable us to
reduce taxation. On the other hand, the
case has been stated so often by these
critics in a way to lead people to believe
that the money has gone in some way or
other into Consolidated Revenue.

Mr. Sampson: Even the road board sub-
sidies have been cut down.

The PREMIER: And the expenditure of
money in connection with road boards has
increased in various directions. The lion.
member cannot have it both wvays!

Mr. Sampson: The incomes of the road
boards have been reduced.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: At any rate,
the Commonwealth rants have saved the
State expenditure.

The PREMIER: In this morning's issue
the "West Australian," commenting on thu
surplus in connection with the goldfields
water supply loan sinking fund, referred
to my statement that the surplus of £57,000
-I understated the amount by £C1,000, fo r
the surplus was really £58,000-had b en
taken into Consolidated Revenue. The
"West Australian" stated that my action
amounted to "financial jugglery." That is
a serious charge. The newspaper criticised
me for having taken the money into rev-
enue despite the fact that it had been paiR
into a sinking fund over a period of some
28 years. If there is any financial jugglery
in the matter, it is to be found in the
manner in which the "West Australian"
has been endeavouring to show, during the

last month or two, that there has been no
surplus.

Eon. Sir James iMitchell: You did not
anticipate that when you delivered your
Budget speech?

The PREMIER: 'No, but revenue come;
in from various directions not anticipated
when we compile our financial statements.

.Every year revenue that was not expected
is received from various sources, and that
is made clear by the fact that every'
Treasurer has under-estimated his reeeipt
in many directions. I claim it is quite a
proper and legitimate thing to pay such it
surplus into revenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you knew
that money was there.

The PREM'tIER: I know the bon. meam-
her did not comment upon the fact that
the Government had paid that money into
Consolidated Revenue; I am merely com-
menting on the statements made by the
newspaper. Over a long period of years
sinking fund payments in connection with
the water supply scheme were drawn from
revenue, and when the loan was redeemed
and it was found that a surplus existed, it
ivas the proper thing to do to pay that sur-
plus back to revenue. If it happened to
come in this year, as the newspaper says
it did, I am not responsible for that. I
did not arrange the year in which it should
come in. It was just the fortune of the
political war, as it were, that it happened
to come in this year. I did not arrange that
it should be available this year in order to
help to secure a surplus!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, but you
knew that it was there.

The PREMIER: When the loan matured
and it was found that there was a surplus of
£C58,000, it was only proper that the surplus
should be paid into Consolidated Revenue.
But the "'West Australian" describes that as
"financial jugglery"!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There was a
surplus of £400,000 in June last. I suppose
some of the bonds were sold at less than
face value.

The PREM~'IER: At the time it was a
matter of face value but subsequently they
were sold at market value, which was les
than the face value, so that the revenue
benefited to that extent. Some of our critics
have said that the lines of the Government
have fallen in pleasant places, and that the
Commonwealth Government have been good
to us by making financial grants.
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Mr. M1ann: It was a very nice windfall
to have £C58,000 alone!

The PREMIER:- Yes, but there is no year
in which there are no corresponding items of
unexpected expenditure on the other side of
the ledger. No Treasurer -would ever get
very close to his Estimates unless unantici-
pated revenue came in to counterbalance the
unexpected items of expenditure. The news-
papers say that I hare been boasting about
the surplus. I have not said anything about
it! 1 believe I have been extremely modest.
When the financial returns for the year were
available I gave them to the newspaper re-
porter.

Mr. Davy: And your face was wreathed
in smiles.

The PREMIER: Perhaps so. The re-
porter asked me for some comments and I
told him there was no need for comment as
the figures spoke for themselves.

Hon. Sir James MNitcheU: Yes, there was
something else you said.

The PREMIER: Yes, I think I said that
it was the first surplus since 1910-11. The
rest that appeared was written by the re-
porter. He said that I had a smiling face.

Air. Withers:- It was nothing to cry about!
The PREMIER: No.
Mr. Latham: At any rate, the fact that

you smiled -was nothing unusual.
The PREMIER: Surely there was no

justification to be sad about the matter.
Ron. Sir James Mitchell: You went fur-

ther than that. Did you not say something
about critics who had predicted yonu would
have a deficit of £250,000?1

The PREMTIER: No, I did not say that
at the time I issued the statemnent.

Ron. Sir James -Mitchell: Yes, you did.
The PREMIER: 'No, I think that was

later on. Treasurers who have held office
in this State from time to time have looked
pleased, and felt pleased, under less satis-
factory circumstances. I have before me a
newspaper clipping published at the time
the financial statement was issued in 1903.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, that was
in Daglish's year.

The PREMIER: I ami wrong; it was the
1923 statement, not that issued in 1903. 1
thank the Leader of the Opposition for the
correction. 'When I read the statement I
think hon. members will agree that I was
modest in may very brief statement. This
is how the newspaper report reads-

A smiling Premier, with a confideat ring in
his voice, announced thie lowest annual deficit
for seven years last niight.

Mr. Marshall: It was the smallest baby
he ever carried.

The PREMIER: The report continues--
Sir James Mitchell ehote to mnake his state-

ment to the annual gathering of members of
the Royal Institute of Architects of Western
Australia. He bustled into the Savoy 1-bid
late, and whent he answered, the toast f4"h
,State Parliament," proposed by Sir Talbot
H1obbs, hoe explained the reason for his un-
punctuality.

''To-morrow mnorning," he said, "there will
be some very pleased people in the State. A

feof course, will be disappointed, disap-
pointed that the figures disclose the achieve-
ment they do. The croaker does not like to
be proved wrong."

Mr. Mann: You agree with that?

The Minister for Mines: The chickens
are coming home to roost.

The PREMIER:. I have no right to look
pleased with a surplus at all I

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who said so?

The PREMNIER: Quite a number have
said so. The report of the hon. member's
remarks continues--

"The croaker does not like to be proved
-wrong. To prove him wrong I was a little
late in coming to this meeting so that T might
be atble to tell yOIL, and through you, the
public, how the State closed its financial
year.''
Then the hon. member proceeded to make a
long speech, which was freely punctuated
with applause right through. And the
genesis of it all was that ha was announcing
a deficit. for that year of £405,000. So it
will be seen that some people are justified
in rejoicing over a deficit of nearly half a
million, while I have mo right to smiile over
a surplus. It will be seen how well the hon.
member understands the psychology of the
people when he said "There will be croak-
ers." Of course they have no right to be
croakers because of a deficit of £405,000,
but they have every right to be croakers
when there is a surplus. And there are
croakers abroad to-day, when the position
has been entirely altered. There are croak-
era to-day when we have a surplus, just as
there were croakers in the days when the
hon. member made this statement I have
quoted. And the whole of his speech was
punctuated with tremendous applause.

Mr. Sampson: Applause well justified.

The PREMIER: But there is no justifi-
cation for even smiling over a surplus, al-
though you may laugh till you nearly take a
fit when you have a deficit of £405,000! The

101
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then Premier concluded, apropos of what, I
do not know, by saying-

So far as I anm concerned, I don't care a
tuppenny damn whether I am in Parliament
or out of it, but so long as I am in Parlia-
ment I am going to do what I think is right.
The bon. member has always done what he
thought was right. Still, why this jealousy,
this hesitations

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is not an
atom of jealousy.

The PREMIER: Perhaps not, but why
this hesitation to give any credit whatever
this year, when there is a surplus?

Mr. Sampson: ft is merely that inquiries
have been made about interest payments and
sinking funds.

The PREMIER: Not merely inquiries,
but aspersions and charges that have no
foundation in fact. The Leader of the Op-
position on Tuesday said that with the ekec-
tions coming on I budgeted for a surplus
of £C10,000 in order to make a good showinrg.
That is true. I did budget for a surplus
of £10,000. And the hon. member, unoffic-
ially during the election campaign budgeted
for a deficit of £250,000. The difference
between my budget and his budget has been
that I was correct, while he was a quarter
of a million out.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1 did not know
you were going to get that sinking fund.

The PREMIER: I budgeted in order to
nmake a good showing for £10,000, while the
hon. member and his followers said repeat-
edly that there was going to be a deficit
of a quarter of a million,

Hon. Sir James Mfitchell: It would have
been more than that had you not got the
sinking fund.

The PREMIER: Nonsense! The sinking
fund has not benefited the revenue by a
single pound. Statements are made and
repeated in order to impress the public thet,
somehowv, we have benefited by the sinking
fund and other means to the extent of at
very large sum of money. Even when, last
night, the member for Avon (Mrf. Griffiths)
said there was a surplus on paper, he did
not so much as pretend to prove anything,
to examine and show anything. Nevertheless
that statement, just a passing statement-
shall I be pardoned if in all the circumstances
I characterise it as an irresponsible state-
ment i-was quite sufficient for the news-
paper this morning to give it a headline
in the report of the hon. member's speech,
so that it might catch the public eye and give

it out that the surplus was only a paper
surplus. I want to say it is not a paper
surplus, that it is a genuine cash surplus
andl has been produced without any financial
aid from the Commonwealth Government
Not one penny of this money has gone to-
wards producing the surplus, not directly.
It is the result of precisely the same methods
of financing as have been carried on all
through the years. It is said of course-I
amn not taking any credit-that during the
four or five years the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was in office his Government sowed
the seeds, and that we are reaping the har-
vest. Well, I do not care.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I hope it will
be a bigger harvest yet.

The PREMI1ER : I have not claimed any
special credit for the Government or denied
to any of the past Governments credit that
properly belongs to them for the work done
towards building up and developing this
country. Yet we are told in the Press, andi
I believe it will continue till the last trumpet
blows, right down to the final generation,
that if anything good comes to this State
it will all date back to the five years that
the hon. member was in office. That will
be repeated for generations hence.

Hon. Sir James M~itchiell: Don't be jealous.
The PREMITER: I am not. I have never

claimed any special credit, but I suggest to
some of the critics that they just drop that
puerile kind of argument, contending that
all the bad things were in the years prior
to the lion, member's occupation of office,
and that all the good things from now hence-
forth shall be due and date from the time
the bon. member was here. Surely Govern-
ments before and after the Mitchell Admin-
istration have done just a little to contribute
to the State's present satisfactory position!
I think therefore that it ill becomes any
eltizen of the Stair or any journal to try
to damage the financial reputation of the
State by proclaiming to the world that the
surplus is actually a deficit. The statements
are broadcast in Australia and other places,
and it is not a very good inducement to those
investing money in our country or establish-
ing- businesses here to read in responsible
journals that the State has really had a de-
ficit, but that it has been faked into a sur-
plus. That, in fact, is what is being said,
and it is not in the best interests of the
State. I submit that if for mere party pur-
imoses political propaganda is attempted 4o
he made by juggling with figures and de-
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elating- without an atom of proof that a
surplus is really a deficit, it is a paltry and
iniserable attitude for anyone to take up.

Hon. Sir James M1itchiell: In 1912 muc.h
was said about a small surplus.

Trhe PREMIER: I sat over there for
seven years when, unfortunately, the State
was experiencing very heavy deficit;, but you
will search my speeches of that period in
vain to find the carping 'criticism in regard
to the finances that is indulged in to-day
respecting this Government. It is frequently
said, "Olt well, if the finances have im-
prove(], it is because of certain circum-
stances. The present Government have had
an enormously larger revenue to deal with
than had the previous Government"

Mr. 'Mann: That is fair criticism.
The PRE-MIER: I will endeavour to show

that it is very stupid, foolish criticism. A
member speaking iii another place the othee
evening quoted figures to show that we had
received several millions of pounds more
than had been received by our predecessors.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: Gross revenue,
of course.

The PREIER: Yes, gross revenue. And
it is held that because the ross revenue is
increasing year by year, therefore the fin-
ances. ought to he very much better than
they are, and that even if there be a sutr-
Plus it ought to he bigger than it is. But
it does not follow at all.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is very use-
ful, all that revenue.

The PREMIER: I will show that the hon.
member had an enormously increased rev-
ernue, but did not produce surpluses, that
indeed he went hack and produced large
deficits. The critic who says that because
the gross revenue is increasing year by year,
the financial position of the State ought
necessarily to improve, and that there ought
to be aL larger surplus, does not know the
ABC of public finance.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, of course
there will be increases in wages and coal bills
aind things like that.

The PREMITER: To merely take out a
block of figures, such as the critic in another
plate dlid, and quote the revenue of four
year.; ago, and compare it with that of last
year, and say that there being so many more
millions, the finances ought to he so much
better, is to write down that critic as not
knowing what hie talks about. That mem-
hier in another place said the gross revenue
had increased by £1,885,000 as compared

iritli uy predecessor's last year of office.
But included in the gross revenue is the dis-
abilities grant of £565,000 which, of course,
everybody knows does not benefit revenue to
the extent of one penny.

Han. Sir James Mitchell: Oh yes, it does.
The PREMIER: The grant from the Com-

monwealth, which is included in these gross
figures, the critics have assumed to be general
revenue. But it was not available for general
revenue purposes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You used it for
the first part of the year.

The PREMIER: But it was not included
in the year's figures, not a penny of it. The
hon. member knowvs where the money went.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, that is so.
The PREMIER: Well, is it fair criticism

to include it in the gross revenue and say,
"You have had all this money more than
we had," and to deduce from that that ire
ought to have done better with the finances?
That £505,000 of disabilities grant did not
go info general revenue at all.

Hfon. Sir James Mitchell: The £365,000
Caine out.

The PREMNIER: The £365,000 went out
and the other £200,000 went out by -way of
the reduction in the income tax, so that the
whole of it went out. There was increased
revenue from public utilities to the extent
of £582,000 which accounts for about a
million of it. The Leader of the Opposition
knows and anyone elsewhere who sets him-
self up as a critic ought to know that in-
Creased -revenue of itself brings. increased ex-
p~enditure.

Ron. Sir James 'Mitchell: Of course.
The PREMIER: And very often the addi-

tional expenditure is greater than the in-
creased revenue. An examination of the
figures right down the years from 1911 shows
that, while our revenue has grown from
£C3,000,000 to £9,000,000, we have been going
to the bad financially, In other words the
increase in expenditure has been greater
than the increase in revenue.

Hon. Sir James M1itchell: In wages, sal-
aries, etc.

The PREMTIER: And in many other diree-
tions,. Under special Acts in the last three
years there has been an increase of £521,000
-in itself more than halt a muillion.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the recoup
is greater.

The PREMIER:- I do not know that it is;
there are such things as unremunerative ser-
vices, In the past three years the police
expenditure has increased by £35,000 over
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which the Government had no control what-
ever. Lunacy has increased by £13,000 and
we had no control there. Gaols have in-
creased by £2,000, medical and health by
£C18,000, charities by £14,000, and education
by £66,000, or a total of £151,000 under
those six headings, over which increases the
Government had no control. There have
been increases to the public service, due to
reclassification, amounting to £26,000. Con-
sequently it proves nothing merely to quote
increased receipts.

Mr. M1ann: The Police Department have
been administering the Traffic Act and that
brought in £70,000 odd.

The PREMIER: Well, it goes out in other
ways.

Mr. Mann: It is special work that the
police have been doing.

The PREMIfER: Take the year 1910-11,
in which year there wvas a surplus, the total
revenue was £3,860,000. In 1924, the last
year of the hon. member's term of office, it
had increased to £7,S65,000. Thus in 13
years our gross revenue increased by
£C4,000,000 and, according to my critics now,
the surplus should have kept on increasing
with the increase in revenue. According to
their logic, if we had a small surplus in
1911, we should have had a very large sur-
plus in 1924. They argue that my gross
revenue has increased and that therefore we
should have a bigger surplus. In 13 years
the gross revenue increased by £4,000,000,
and yet in that period we went to the bad
and built upJ an accumulated deficit of
£6,000,000. Where is the value of criticism
of that kind? By all the rules of their logic
wve should have had a huge surplus. If we
take the hon. member's five years of office
the gross revenue increased from £4,944,000
in the year he took office to £C7,865,000 in
the year ho left office, an increase of
£2,920,000 in the five years.

'Mr. Richardson: A sign of prosperity.
The PREAMIER: The hon. member en-

joyed that large increase of revenue and,
according to the argument of my critics, he
should have been building up a surplus all
that time. But what was the fact? While
the total revenue increased by nearly
£0,000,000, the operations during those five
years resulted inl a deficit of £2,721,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You know that
I succeeded in reducing the deficit. Tell the
facts!

The PREMI EL: T amu answering the
class of critic that thinks he has conl-
tributed s(,mctliner imp~ortanit to the dis-

e'ussion when he merely qnotes increases
of revenue and says, "There you are; the
finances ought to be better."

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The finances
did improve during my term of office.

The PREMIER: While the revenue in-
creased by nearly £3,000,000, the deficit in-
creased by £2,721,000.

Hon. Sir James iMitchell: What was the
deficit when I took office?

The PREMIER: Those are the facts.
Honl. Sir James Mitchell: Be fair! What

was the deficit when I took office?
The PREMIER: I do not say that the

hon. member did not succeed in reducing the
deficit in his last two years of office as
compared with the previous years. I am
merely arguing on the basis adopted by my
critics, and showing how utterly worthless it
is.

Honl. Sir James 'Mitcellf: If you think it
is unfair to you, you need not be unfair to
Inc.

The PREMIER. I am not unfair.
Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: You are.
The PREMIER : I am stating the facts.

F'or a critic to point merely to an increase of
revenue and argue that the Government
should have dlone better is to betray tottil
ignorance.

Mr. Latham: The Opposition are noixious
that you should get on with the good work
and build up a bigger surplus.

The PREMIEPR: Then I welcome the
.support of the Opposition. Tt was said, too,
that the £200,000 of the disabilities grant
had benefited the finances.

Heor. Sir James Mitchell: We are not
responsible for that statement.

The PREMTIER: As a matter otf fact it
'va, the hion. member's own statement. In n
stateiment to the I'ress criticising the finan-
vial returns for the year, he said I ]lad
credited revenue with £200,000 from the
dli-abilities grant as an offset to the re-
titted taxation, whilst I had suffered veryN
little reduction of taxation.

I Ton. Sir James Mitchell: Will you J)o-

duve that statement'?
The PREMUTER: Yes, it was in the new.-

pkaper. As a matter of fact by taking th:'
V2fl0.0110 of Federal _rrant into revenue anti
rodwing income taxation by 33-1,; 3 rtl per
Pent.. I liar, lost money' . I made a bad deal.
By, the 33-1 '1 I"er tent, reduction I have
aven away more than I have taken into re-
venlue. The member. for Oa~eoyne (Mfr.
Angelo), suggested at the time that perlij'
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the reduction of 33-1/3 per cent, would be
too great, and the year's operations have
shown that it was too rent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There were
somec increases in taxation-land tax.

The PREMIER: But that has not bene-
fited revenue, because it has been given
a way in the shape of reduced railway
charges.

Mr. Richardson: All of it?
The Minister for Railways: Yes.
The PREMIER: All of it. By the 33-1/3

per cent, reduction in income tax I consider
that I have given away probably £250,000,
and at the same time I have been able to
recoup that by only £9200,000 from the
Federal grant.

I-Jon. Sir James Mitchell: What was the
total taxation collected last year?

The PREMIER: I have not the figures
before me at the moment.

Hon. Sir Janes Mitchell: About £250,000?
The PREMIER: No; about £655,000 less

than my estimate.
H~on. Sir James Mitchell: Put one-third

onl to that and you have £160,000.
The PREMIER: In any case, we actu-

ally lost by the reduction of income tax.
Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not think

The PREMIER. I am sure we did. Of
course, there is a natural increase in income
taxation receipts each year. If it were not
so, the State would be in a very sonry po-
sition.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you received
£320,000 last year and you gave away a
tird, you would have g-ot more by the £200,-
000.

The PREMIER: I have not the actual
digures, but I certainly have lost by the 33-
1.)3 per cent. reduction. In other words, I
have given away more than the £200,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You gave away
only one-third.

The PREMIER: Yes. Last year I esti-
mated the receipts from income tax at £600,-
000 and reduced that amount by one-third,
making the estimated receipts £400,000. In-
stead of receiving £400,000 I got only
A!345 1)00, which amount was considerably
less.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you lost
only one half of the amount you receivedi.

The PREMIER: T lost £:55,000.
Ron. Sir Jamies 'Mitchiell: No, you are

wrong.

The PREMIER: The hon. member keeps
on saying I am wrong, but 1 know I am
right.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I am taking
your own fgrs

TePREMIER: You are not. The actuail
figures show that I have lost. The average
increase of income tax over a period of five
years was £C50,000 and the increase for the
year 1924-5 over the preceding year was
£:87,000. In making up my estimate I al-
lowed an increase of only £34,000, when I
might well have allowed an increase on the
basis of £50,000. Taking everything into
consideration I have lost by the transaction.
That is the financial position and I hope
that critics will cease their jattompts to
show that the surplus has been produced
by other than the usual methods or
thiat it is merely a newspaper surplus.
The beln. member referred to the operations
of the railways, and by quoting figure%
sought to show that last year's results com-
pared unfavourably with those of his last
year of office, the surplus being reduced from
£142,000 to £C32,000. But really last year's
results were better than those of 1923-24.
Interest on capital last year was £100,000
more than it was three years ago.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
more railways, you know.

Th e PREMIER: Yes, and more railways
very often mean greater losses.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Not necessar-
ily.

The PREMIER: It is recognised that new
railways, especially in agricultural districts,
do not pay straight away, but show losses.
They are a distinct burden for a few years;
that is, until development takes place. In
that respect, therefore, the present Govern-
ment suffered a disadvantage rather than a
benefit from the increased mileage of rail-
ways. Besides the increase of £100,000 in
interest on capital, there was the loss of
£45,000 due to reduction of railway rates.

The Minister for Railways: And that loss
is increasing.

The PREMIER: It increases with in-
creased business, because the rates remain
the same. Therefore, is business increase,,
so does the loss increase. At the lowest it
amounts to a reduction of £45,000 annually
for the past three years. Working expenses
have, of course, increased. The cost of staff
has risen because of enhanced salaries due
to arbitration awards. Additional staff has
to be provided to cope with extra traffic.
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The increase in salaries last year, as Coni-
pared with the salaries of three years ago,
amounted to no less than £366,000. We have
taken over 289 miles of line which arc non-
paying propositions in the early stage. We
have done a considerable amount of regrad.-
in-. From working expenses we have con-
tributed £150,000 in three years towards the
work of regrading, a record amount from
that item for any period of three -years. in
the history of the working railways. There
is also relaying, on which we have spent
£80,000. This, too, is work that might well
have been done years ago. The system, of
course, will now get the advantage of it.
I need not go into the figures of expenditure
upon roiling stock, which is expenditure from
Loain; but the hon. member had ordered ten
locomotives, which caine to hand soon after
wve took office and which cost rather more
than £100,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That amount
was not taken out of revenue.

The PREMIER: N\o. I say this is all ex-
penditure from. Loan.

Mr. Davy: Is the regrading expenditure
from Loan 9I

The PREMIER: The more money we
spend on rolling stock and matters of that
kind, the more our interest hilt goes up. The
expenditure affects us to that extent.

Hon. Sir James M-Aitchell : But you save
money by it. It is a good investment.

The PREMIER: Quite a number of
trucks have been built, and a good deal of
rolling stock construction is in hand now.
After all, I do not suppose Governments
are responsible very much for tile financial
results of the railway system, which is man-
aged by a Commissioner and staff, and
which depends upon influences largely be-
yond the control of any Government. The
Commissioner and his staff, I have no doubt,
did their best in our years of office just it.,
they did during the years the bon. member
was in power. I know that the Govern-
ments do not run the railwa-ys and are not
largely responsible for the financial results
from them. I will now turn to the groups,
though I shall say little on the subject, a.;
the M1inister for Lands next week will make
a full stateuieut of the p)osition obtaining
on the groups. It is, however, a fact that
a fairly, considerable number of holdings
hare lbeen found unsuitable; and therefore,
as, has been indicated, reclassification is nece-
"Irv and will result in a reduction of tile

niumber of blocks, by more than 500. The
Lender of the Opposition said that in this
State no greater trouble had ever been taken
in the selection of land than had been taken
in %electing the group areas. I can. only say
that if g-reat trouble was taken, those who
took that trouble were, in some respects, not
very good judges of land. Whilst the Op-
position Leader says that the condemnation
of the blocks should not be accepted without
proof-u statement with whbich I agr ee
lie also says it was rather late to discovier
that these .500 blocks were of no use.

H on. Sir James Mitchell:- It has taken a
long time to discover.

The PREMIER: But the lion. member's
first statement answers his second statement.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: No, it does not.
The PREMIER: It. does, because the civ-

ciunstance that the blocks should not be
condemned without proof accounts for any
delay which it may be thought has occurred.
One cannot get the proof in a year or two.
To get the proof has taken some years. A
first year's failure in the pastures after tit,
expenditure of heavy sums in clearing would
not justify. the abandonment Of a block. We
mighit wellI believe that the failure was due to
circumstances which could be overcome. So
it was the duty of those concerned to perse-
vere for another year, and perhaps for yet
another year, to see if the difficulties could
not be removed and the blocks made profit-
able. It is only after, in most cases, three
years,- experience, in some eases two years'
experience-

The Minister for Lands: In some case.,
five years'.

The PREMrIER: It was only after the
lapse of such periods the Government de-
cided that no good purpose would he served
by continuing to persevere and that fur-
ther perseverance would only entail further
lasses upon the State. That is the explana-
tion why what hon. members might consider
delay has taken place. It has been asked
why this was not discovered before, why the
loss,. that has been incurred could not have
been avoided by an earlier regrouping or
eelassifieation. But, as I say, we are!

not lu.slified in resorting to regroup-
ing or reclassification until all reason -
uble efforts have been made to ascertain
whether the land is suitable or not. How-
ever, the Minister for Lands- will cover that
matter by a statement which he will make
next week. The Opposition Leader 1orn-
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mented on the number of unemployed -we
have at present. I do not know that the
number is any greater than it has been at
this season for many years past. I inter-
jected that the number of unemployed was
to a considerable extent due to the number
of men who had left the groups; and I
think that can be substantiated. Whilst
there have been 4,320 men sent to the groups,
2,272 have Ieft-52 per cent., more than halt.
The men -who leave the groups must of neces-
sity drift to the labour market, as they have
no money; and since the groups were estab-
lished, 2,272 men have left them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We never had
4,000 blocks settled. Mfen left blocks, and
other men came on them.

The PREMIER: Most of those men were
seat to the groups and have left.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: But not half.
The PREMIER: Yes. Surely it must be

realised that the throwing of 2,200 men on
the labour market in the course of a few
years is bound to have an effect on employ-
ment. That factor, with another factor, is
responsible, I venture to say, for the unem-
ployed difficulty 'which we have been experi-
encing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :We never
brought in 4,000 people-

The PREMIER: Whatever number we
brought in, we put a number of people on
the blocks, and.2,000 of them left the blocks
and necessarily went on the labour market.
Thus they were hound to create a difficulty
with regard to employment. The difficulty
has undoubtedly been increased in the waly
I have indicated.

Hfon. Sir James Mitchell: If the 2,000
blocks are not occupied, of course the men
are on the labour market.

The PREMIER: Apart from the blocks
not occupied, there have been some blocks
which have had half a dozen settlers on them.
One settler went on and stayed a few months
and left, and another came on and stayed a
few months and left, and so forth. All those
who left have gone on the labour market,
and the total number who have left is '2,200.
That number, together with the number of
aliens who are coming to the State, are ye-
spousible for the unemployed diffieulty. If
we bring in a number of people with the
intention that they shall not be a drag upon
the labour market at all, but that they shall
become settler, and if we find that they do
niot become settler- lhnt get upon the labour

market, there is the explanation of the diff-
culty,

Mr. Sampson: A large number of men
aire growing up unskilled -workers. I think
that is largely the explanation of the trouble.

The PREMIER: But the normal and
average expansion of trade and development
of the State should provide for them. How-
ever, we have in addition this number of
men whom we did not expect to come on the
labour market, and so the position has be-
come worse. Probably there would be more
unskilled men than before without any ac-
cretion from the blocks.

Mr. Sampson: Even our own young, men
are adding to the unemployed, because they
are unskilled workers.

The Minister for Mines: Any number of
rkilled workers cannot get work.

Mr. Sampson: There is scarcely a trades-
man out of work in Australia, I believe; at
all events, in this State.

Mr. Clydesdale: I applied for two trades-
men last week and got 46 applicants.

Mr. Sampson: What trade 9
Alr. Clydesdalec: Painting.
The PREMIER: The member for Swan

(Mr. Sampson) should start a. few more
newspapers.

Mr. Sampson: If you can find a few
printers, I can find plenty of jobs for them.

The PREMIER: 1 admit that the hon.
member is doing his best to see that there
are no printers unemployed.

Mr. Sampson: There is a great shortage,
Mr. Premier.

The PREMIER: In addition there has
been aa excess of arrivals over departures
of foreigners in the past 12 months, to the
number of just on 2,000. All those men
find work somnewhere; they are not amongst
the unemployed, not one of them. They
drift away somewhere and find work. If we
have in one year 2,000 foreigners arriving,
and add to that 2,000 from the groups, mak-
ing 4,000 in all, drifting on to the labour
market, there is houind to be trouble.

Hon. Sir James Mtehell: How can there
be 2,000 from the groups?

The PREMIER: Does not the hon. mem-
ber realise that there can be that number?
One block can be responsible for half a
dozen.

MXr. Lindsay: Immigrants have been com-
ing out to fill the v'acances.

The PREMITER: Not lately, because we
require the blocks for those who have had

107



[ASSEMBLY.]

to be removed. Until those people have been
placed we cannot bring in others.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have been
going on with some sort of a migration
policy during the last three years.

The PREMIER: I know we have, hut for
some months past migrants have not been
coming because we have been faced with the
difficulty I have just referred to3-finding
blocks for those who have to be removed.
MA any came to the State of their own
volition, whilst at number were nominated by
their f riends.

Mr. Mann: Don't you anticipate that
there will always be a percentage of foreign-
ers coming to the State?

The PREMIER: I do, of course. But
the question is that they are coming here in
such increasing numbers as to create diffi-
culties in the labour markets of Australia.
That will be rather a serious matter.

Mr. Mann: It will not if they are being
employed as agricultural labourers, or are
taking up land for themselves.

The PREMIER; Of course not, if they
are taking up land for themselves. But
where can they 'get land for themselves?
There are thousands of our own people
looking for land without being able to
get it.

Mr. Mann: M-ound the Upper Swan you
"'ill find a numnber of foreigners working.

The PREMIER : Those are men who
have been iu the country for a numuber of
years. Many of them, having been in the
State for years, have acquired land. Eveik
so, I think the number must be limited. A
great proportion of the foreign element
coming to the State consists of labourers.
who will get on to the labour market.

Mr. Mann: Has the Premier ever taken
a trip from here to Baleatta, and noticed
the wvork that is being done on the land
by the foreigners!9

The PREIER: Yes, that is all right;
I am not complaining about that.

W. Davy: They are taking the place of
Chinamen, in many cases.

The PRflUER: Yes, and I believe they
make jolly good settlers in a few years.

M1r. Mann : They are controlling, the
vegetable industry to-day.

The PRE'%MER: I am. not saying any-
thing against them. Some of them make
excellent citizens. Rut I do think we can
well do without a number of those whu
are the peculiar friends of the member for
Perth (Mr. Ifann). I do not like to name

the nationality, though I can say they are
the fish-and-chips crowd. I do not consider
them to be any acquisition to the State.
There is room here for meu who will go
out into the country and acquire land, and
in that way help to develop the agricultural
industry, but the gentleman who gets
possession of a few feet of frontage to a
greasy kitchen off the street is not of much
use to us. T believe the member f or Perth
has about 200 of these people on his roll,
and they are all naturalised, too. I think
we should make representations to the
Federal Government to check the arrivals
of these people.

Mr. Mann: Yes, that wvould be all right.
The PREMIER : The Leader of the

Opposition had something to say, of course,
with regard to the state of the rolls, and
hie was rather severe upon that provision
which allows the elector to keep his name
on the roll during his absence from an
electorate-known as the nomadic Voter. T

think the hon. mnember said that it was a
rotten provision.

Hon. Sir Jamnes M-%itch~ell: So it is.
The PREMIER: One would imagine that

the whole result of the elections had turned
upon the votes of these nomads. Let me
say this, that of a total enrolment of
209,000, only 291 took advantage of the
provisions afforded the nomadic voter. And
those 291 were scattered all over the State.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Will the Pre-
mier agree that one man has the right to
live in one electorate and vote in another?

The PREMIER: Let us take the West
Perth resident, of whomn we heard so much
during the elections. I do not know his
nam

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: He was only
one.

The PREMI1ER: But he figured in every
speeh the hon. member made. If his nmp
had only been disclosed, he would have
been as well known in this State as-

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, what was
his namne?

The PREMIEnR: I do not know. All I
know of him is that hie lived in West Perth,
passed through NYortmam. ou his way to
itellerherrin, and attempted to get on the
Northaur roll.

Hon. Sir James "Mitchell: He did get on.
The PREMI[ER: He lived in WestPerth.
lion. Sir James Mfitchiell: His wife k-

there.
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The PREM2%IER: His borne is there and
that is where he ought to have been en-
rolled. The hon. member said this indivi-
dual took advantage of the rotten nomadic
provisions, and that those provisions were
inserted in the Act to allow him to remain
on the West Perth roll, and to get on
another roll.

lIon. Sir James Mitchell: He got on this
Northamn roll.

The PREMIER: The hon. mnember said
that it was because of the nomadic provi-
sion that this West Perth resident got on
the train and left it at Northam. I believe
that the train was held up for a quarter of
an houir to enable him to enrol, and then
lie continued his journey to Kellerberrin.

lon. Sir James Mitchell: I know that
sort of thing takes place.

The PREMIER: No mian has a right to
he on the roil except in a proper manner
and according to the laws of the land, but
I am not going to assert that it is not an
easy matter for the hon. member, Or anly-
one else, to give instances of persons being
impronorb- enrolled in every electorate of
the State. We knowv of names having re-
mnained on a roll after the persons con-
cerned have left the district, or have been
disqualified from remaining oa the roll.
That hiss always occurred, not only here
but throughoutt Aistrlia.n We also 'know

of impersonations having taken place. Oue
would think, to hear the lion. member talk.
that -10,000 or 20,000 electors bad taken
advantage of the nomadic provisions,
whereas the number was merely 291.

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you say
that because there were 291 it is all right?

The PREIER: I am not saying that it
is all right.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then what are
you going to do about it9

The PREIMIERI: There -were -many more
than 201 at past elections, who -were dis-
franchised because of the absence of the?
no madic provisioii.

Mfr. Davy: The provision has been in
the Art for many years.

The PREMITER: Then advantage was not
taken of it. Many left their residene.;
and were struck off. Take the famous
West Perth resident: lie was on the roll
for 'West Perth.

Hon. Sir James Mfitchiell: o
The PREMIIER: Well, let us assutme that

h:- was. ITh got work at Kellerberrin and

while lie was absent from Perth his name
was struLck off the roll and an election was
approaching.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are gcttin-
mixed up.

The PREMIER: No; lie was not long
enough in the other place to get on tho,
roll-

lon. Sir James Mitchell: He was on the
Avon roll and was transferred to Northami.

The PREMIER: The lion. member knows
that 30 or 40 were similarly disfranchised.
It was assumed that these in who follow
migratory occupations are labour supporters
and that there would be no harm in their
being disfranchised. If they cannot get on
the roll, it does not matter. That is the
a tssumption. It would appear that we should
not have selected every district for road
-work, but concentrated on roads in those
districts where there was no Labour candi-
dlate. That., it is contended, is all that should
have been done. In some districts, because
ain election was taking place and men were
working on the roads, a. noise was made
about it. But nothing was said about the
men employed on roads in districts where
there were no Labour candidates. In the
3 rnrray-Wethington electorate there were
several hundred men on road construction
for many months prior to Christmas. Should
,we have stopped work there and shifted the
men somewhere else, -where they mighit have
had the opportunity to vote for their
choice?

'Mr. Lath ani. Why did you pay the fares
of a number of men over the Midland ratil-
way?

The PREMIER: That is not true. That
statement was made at the time and speci-
fically denied b 'y responsible Ministers. It
was repeated the other day in the Press that
men were sent over the Midland railway to
work at Mullewa. The statement was abso-
lutely untrue.

Mr. Sampson: It was a mnere coincidence
that they should have arrived on the last day
that would entitle them to enrolment.

The PREMIER: Because there was no
train via Wongan Hills to get them there in
time, it was stated that their fares were paid
on the Midland line. There was absolutely
no truth in that. The men were sent over
the M1idland line to work in Midland districts.
Did hon. members expect these men to be
sent via Won.-an Hills, then via Mullewa, to
emlhoyment half -way along the Midland
line? Is that what was derd9
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Mr. Latham: What about the men working
at Walkaway?

The PREMIER: Because men were isent
to districts along the upper end of the Mid-
land railway, it is said they should have
been sent first to Northam, then along to
2fulewa, then to Geraidton and back over
portion of the Midland railway. Those men
who were sent up to work in the Midland
district wsere very properly sent over the
Midland railway. How else could they have
been sent?

M1r. Sampson: There is an unfortunate
coincidence in connection with the date of
their arrival.

The PREMIER: I do not know about
that. Thc same thing was said about all
the men who were engaged in the Murray-
Wellington electorate, although they had
been working there for several months.

The Minister for Railways: Some for three
years.

The PREMIER: Yes. We find, however,
that the memher for the district complained
about the presence of these men. It was said
that the condition of the Bunbury road was
such that many farmers were making more
money by standing by with horses pulling
motor cars out of the mud than they were
making from their own land.

-Mr. Sampson: That has always been a"
industry there.

The PREmfER: The hon. member repre-
senting the district complained just as much
as other memtbers did, and said the work
should be stopped. The only thing expected
of us was to stop the whole programme of
road construction for three months, and
allow the men to stand idle. Had we done
that we would have been accused of raising
an army of unemployed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No one would
have suggested that.

The PREMIER: Mfore work was done in
the Irwin electorate than in any other.
Quite a number of men were employed in
the Toodyay and Moora electorates, in
neither of wvhich Labour had any contest.

MNr. 'Mann: The men thought they were
in the 'Northam electorate.

The PREMNIER: They were very foolish.
That iq the sort of cock and bull story that
was told all along the line. It was said that
the men got out at Baker's Hill andi thought
they were in INortham.

Mr. Lindsay: They received a terrible
shock when they found they were in Toed-
vaT.

Mr. Sampson: They lost interest in Tood-
yay when they discovered that.

The Minister for Railways: They stayed,
and did some work there anyhow.

The PREMIER: The hon. member gave
no evidence and put forward no facts. All
that he says is "They say that men were sent
over the 'Midland line." They say the men
wvere sent out without tools andithout any
plant. They say this and that. They sa-y
that orders were given for sandalwood in
the Menzies district. 'Who are these mytIhical
"ctheys" 9 They must be some indefinable
and unspecified people. They said all kinds
of things at election time;, they say every-
thing.

TMr. Sampson: I saw them -out on the
road from Mulleiva.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
suggest that all the men should have been
gathered together in one spot and placed
where Labour had no candidates for Parlia-
moat? No programme of work can he car-
ried on like that. It involves hundreds of
thousands of pounds and over 2,000 men.
Is that body of men to he Concentrated where
there is to be no political contest?

Mr. Mann: Do you know-
The PREMIER: I do know that if that

body of men had been concentrated on the
metropolitan tramways we could hare de-
feated the hon. member. They could have
been put on to relaying work.

Mr. Mann: Does the Premier know that
the Honorary Minister controlling the Lab-
our Bureau stated that he engaged 1,100
men in one day?

The PREMTIER: I do not know that he
said that.

The Mlinister for Mines: And I have to
say that he did not say it.

Mfr. Mann: The Minister did not contra-
diet it.

The PREMITER: If it was said, it was
not correct, because: not more than 500
men were employed for months after Christ-
mas on road work. I do not believe the Hon-
orary Minister did say so, hut I believe
the Press said it.

The Minister for Mines: The Press said
that I spoke of 25 per cent. of the men, bt
it was somebody else -who did so.

The PREMTIER: The Press said those
things over and over again. All that the
man who writes the "They Say" column in
the "Sunday Times" needs, is a ilvid imagina-
tion. They say all these things. "They" re-
presents the man in the street. All kinds of
things, were said about the hon. member and
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about mc, and about every other candidate
at the elections. They were most active in
saying these things, and they said all kinds
of things. Not one of uts had a shred of
character left because of what they said.
What they say boils down to what Smith told
Brown, wvhat Brown told Jones, and what
he told Robinson, and so it goes on. It ii,
like an old woman's tale told over the back
yard fence, a. tale that is passed along to
other neighbours up the street. No one
knows where it originates. A number of
mythical people is classified under the head]-
ing of "they say.",

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you say that
only 500 men were engaged in road construc-
tion during the election period?

The PREMIER: There have been about
2,000 men on the roads during the past few
years. The number has varied from 1,700
to 2,300 for some time past.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: At the previous
elections men were not put on the roads in
all that haste.

The PREMIER: At the previous election
the programme had not been arranged and
the full year's grant was not in use. The
Mitchell Government had only spent about
£16,000, and the organisation was not comn-
plete.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We had men
out on the South-West roads.

The PREMIER: There was no rush about
the matter. Every citizen in this country
entitled to a vote.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A month before
he gets it.

The PREMIER: He is entitled to be
enrolled if he is in the district for the
qualifying period. I do not know of any
irregularity at the last election other than
those isolated cases which always occur. If
one knew all the facts about every election,
one would find that in every electorate some
people were enrolled without fulfilling the
qualifying period. They take the risk. They
do not belong to any party, but to all par-
ties.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course they
take no risk.

The PREMIER: In conclusion I hope that
members will keep an open mind with re-
gard to the proposed arrangement between
the State and the Federal authorities on the
question of finance.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We must do so
until we hear more about it.

[5]

The PREMIER: There is a tendency ini
some quarters for men to make up their
mindawithont a full knowledge of the facts,
to tott on. some newspaper statement, and to
get preconceived ideas, If they make up
their minds on these things there may he
difficulty about inducing them to alter their
opinion later. They mdy believe they have
tobe consistent in the matter. I hope mnem-
hers will not be influenced by the speeches
that may be made elsewhere, or by state-
ments that may he made, but will keep an
entirely open mind until the question comes
beore them for consideration.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Certain state-
ients have been made. Like all negotiations
with -the. Commonwealth, we get only a part
at a time.

The PREIEIR: It is impossible to avoid
that. -I. have said very little myself, merely
that the Government have accepted it. Every
member on this side of the House will be
able to express his opinion freely, and to
vote according to his judgment. I hope every
member will adopt that attitude, and that
none wvill commit himself until the agree-
jient hats been laid upon the Table.

Mr. Stubbs: 'When will it be here?
The PREMIER: It should be here this

w~ek. The final print should be before us
then. It will have to go before Catinot and
he sirned. As soon as it is available, it will
be presented to the House, and full and
ample opportunity will be provided for mem-
bers to study it before it comes up for dig-
eussioh. It will be the most important mat-
ter that'this Parliament has been called
non to deal with for many years. It will-
require our very fullest and deepest consid-
nration apart from prejudice and bias. We
must be careful to see that we do not tie up
the State in anything that will hamper its
future development, and must, therefore, ex-
Amine the document from every possible
angle. I hope members will do that and en-
able us to secure the free, fair and impartial
judgment of this House and of another place
before the matter is finally dealt with.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No one is able
to venture an opinion because the figures
have not yet been supplied.

Sitting aspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [7.31]: 1 had
hoped. before making my maiden attempt
at a speech in this Chamber, to have the
privilegec of hearing the senior member for
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the Mfidland country, the member for Irwin
(Alr. I1lky), make his contribution to the
debate. Then I might have been in the
position of merely endorsing what he had to)
say regarding the difficulties and disabilities
under which we in the Midland country
labour. I have been told that the member
for Irwin has already made his contribution
to the debate by way of interjection last
night when the member for Avon (Air.
Griffiths) was speaking.

Mr. Richardson: WMy do you not wait
until he is here to say that?

Mr. FERGUSO.N: I am not in thxe habit
of saying things behind anyone's back.

Mir. Richardson: You are doing so now.
Mr. FERGUSON: However, I have had

the privilege of listening to the Premier, and
it has been a great treat. Certainly it is
worth three months! hard electioneering to
have the privilege of sitting hero this even-
ing and listening to the Premier. Since the
election, and since I have been more or less
in. the precincts of the Chamber, I have
heard a good deal in condemnation of the
present Uovcrn-ent;, but I ama not so ob-
sessed with party bins, at least not yet, that
I cannot afford to give credit where credit is
due. I am hound to say that as regards the
carrying-on of the work of this State, the
present Government have done fairly well
under somewhat difficult circumsitances.

Mr. Mann: You kill them with faint
praise.

Mr. FERGUSON-: fIn my opinion, the
Minister for Lands is to be congratulated on

the manner in which he has tackled his job.
I hope the member for Suhiaco (Mr.
Richardson) will not object to my saying in
the Minister's absence that he has tackled
the difficulties and problems connected with
group settlement, particularly problems
which were not of 1his own making but were
bequeathed to him by other Ministers and
other Ministries-

Mr. Sampson: There are troubles in con-
nection with every big scheme.

Air. Teesdale: I hope you are not re-
ferring to Mr. Angwin when you say "other
Ministers."

Mr. FERGUSON. I say that the manner
in which the present Minister for Lands has
tackled the p~roblem3s and difficulties asso-
ciated with group settlement should excite
the admiration of every member of the
House. A similar remark applies to the
Minister for Works, who has done good ser-
vice in his department; and I think we

should give himt credit for it. I had a long
association with the local governing bodies
of this country, and this has brought me a
little in contact with the Minister for Works
and his department. I am in a position to
state that there is a consensus of opinion
among the local governing bodies in the
back country that since the inception of re-
sponsible government there never has been
a Minister for Works so sympathetic end so
well disposed towards them as the present
occupant of the office. I have heard the
present Minister for Works described as "a
little Mussolini." If to display boundless
energy and enthusiasm on behalf of the
State is to be a Mussolini, the Minister fox
Works may well be proud of the title. Cer-
tainly lie has shown a most sympathetic feel-
ing towards the bodies that are carrying on
the work of local government in. the back
blocks, and they fully recognise it. I re-
gret that the Minister's state of health does
not allow him to take his seat in this Chain-
bet at present, and I wish to express the
hope that before long his health will be per-
fectly restored. In my opinion, it is the
duty of those who are interested in the wel-
fare of the State to recognise good work
performed by Ministers, and I am indeed
pleased to be abl6 to pay my tribute to the
good work -which those individual Ministers
have done. These remarks apply also to the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Agri-
cultural Department. Possibly it is because
he is a new Minister and I am a new mess-
her, but he has always been prepared to
listen to any reasonable proposition put up
to him, and I wish to thank him for the en-
couragement he has given me. The same re-
marks apply to the Honorary Minister in
charge of State Hotels and the Aborigines
Department. That Minister is, I believe,
doing specially good wvork in the interests
of the unfortutiate race which is fast dying
out in Western Australia. I wish to con-
gratulate the Government on their decision
to proceed with the construction of the
Ejanding Northwards railway. Notwith-
standing what the member for Avon (Mr.
(Irilliths) has said about other railways--
and I consider the railways mentioned by
hini should be constructed-there is, in my
opinion, no line the construction of which
has been authorised by Parliament, that will
give such quick and good returns as the
iijanding Northwards railway. For these
reasons, it should be proceeded with im-
mnediately. Having made an inspection of
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the country to be served, I venture the
opinion that if the line is completed in time
to shift the present harvest during the first
year, there will be about three-quarters of a
million bags of wheat transported over that
railway. I do not think there is any other
authorised. railway for which so much can be
said. I am naturally proud of being the
Parliamentary representative of an electo-
rate like Moore, which I consider to be the
richest of all the country electorates in West-
ern Australia. I can prove my statement by
referring to some of the diversified interests
that we have in the Moore electorate. They
are more diversified than those of any other
rural electorate in this State. Firstly, we
have the market gardens at the southern end
of the electorate, at Wanneroc, whose pro-
duce is sent to nearly all the capital cities of
Australia and always commands the highest
prices. in those cities. The hulk of the veget-
able supplies for the metropolitan area
comes from the Moore electorate. On the
other side of the river we have the viti-
eulturists of the Swan, and a little higher
up the orchards. Further up still, there is
niLxed farming country along the Midland
Railway, and then there is the wheat belt on
the eastern side of the electorate. Therefore,
I think I am safe in saying that no other
rural electorate of this State is so wealthy as
the Moore electorate. In addition, there is
no other electorate that has had such scant
favour from past Governments. It has al-
ways been highly difficult to induce Govern-
ments to spend money in the Moore electo-
rate, the main reason being that the hulk
of the electorate is traversed by a privately-
owned railway line. While I am on this
Jphase of the question, let me say that
there is a consensus of opinion among
the people in that country that no other
Government has been so sympathetic to-
wards them, or has so fully recognised
their disabilities and disadvantages, as the
present Government.

Member: You had a Premier for years.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes, but that Premier
thoughI he was a very fine old chap, anld
though wre all had the greatest respect for
him, never saw the need for having very
much done in his electorate in the Way Of
public expenditure, the reason being purely
and simply that lie thought other elec-
torates might say hie was selfish. One thing,
everybody knew him to be utterly incapable

of, and that was selfishness. I am afraid
the electorate suffered as a result.

MrT. Maln:. He was not a parish pump~
politician.

Mr. FERGUSON: That may be. The
electorate represented by the hon. member
interjecting does not require a parish punyi,
as country electorates do, The hon. mem-
ber has his water supply from a nice little
tap at his hack door. Now I desire to
refer to some of the industries we have in
the Moore electorate. As regards the viti-
cultural industry on the Swan, there are
two sections-the wine-making section and
the dried fruits section. The wine-makingr
section is at present labouring under con-
siderable difficulties, and that the State
Government are not doing much to help it.
The dried fruits industry is ini an even
worse position. Seeing that the Govern-
ment have invested ponsidcrabLe sums of
public money in the industry by placing
returned soldiers on the Swan lands, wvithL
the object of producing dried fruits, it is
up to the State to do a little mnore than is
beingv done for those growers. 'Unless some-
thing is done in the near future, they will
be down and out. The dried fruits rower
on the Swan is at present in a worse posi-
tion than the wheat grower was in during
the partial drought of 1914. I do not know
exactly in what way the Government of
the country can assist these people, bat
something should he done to ensure that
they shall be enabled to get a living wage
out of the work they are doing on their
blocks. There is just one little incident I
would like to mention as an illustration of
lack of sympathy on the part of the Gov'-
erment for the dried fruit growers. It is
in 'reference to the supply of dried fruits
to Government institutions, Onl what I be-
lieve to be reliable authority I have been
informed that some little time ago the
Tender Board invited tenders for the sup-
ply of dried fruits to the State institutions.
and that owing to what the board regarde-1
as the high prices submitted to them for
these dried fruits, they refused to accept
anyv tender and recomm ended the institu-
tions concerned to purchase dates. The
Govern ment of the country having invested
at good deal of money in the dried fruits
industry, and the people engaged in that
industry not being in a position to make a
living wage, it is pretty hard to have the
position rubbed in by such an intimation
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to Government institutions not to purehasa
locally-grown dried fruits hut, instead, to
purchase dates, which are stones to the
extent of 50 per cent. and which are grown
by black labour.

Mr. Sampson: And they are highly in-
sanitary.

Mr. FERGUSON: I suggest to the Pre-
mier that he take steps to ensure that suich
an incident does not occur again. I hope
he wvill see the necessity for giving en-
couragemient to the growers of dried fruits
at least to the extent of using their pro-
ducts in Government institutions, and thus,
giving a lead to the rest of the State.
Reference has been made by the member
for Avon (Mr. Grifliths) to the reduction
of road board subsidies. Some few years
ago there was no such thing as road board
taxation, or local government taxation.
The money spent by the road boards in
those days was supplied out of Consolidated
Revenue- Later ont, the local governing
bodies found themselves compelled to strikec
rates, and the State Government subsidised
those rates to some extent. The subsidy
has been gradually cut down, and this year
oniy about 50 per cent, of it remains.

M1r. Sampson: A little less than 50 per
cent.

Air. FERGUSON: Yes,, it may bc a little
less.

lion. J. Cunningham: They are lucky t-i
get it.

Mr. FERGUSON : I understood the
Premier to say that the State was finding
a considerable amount of money in connec-
tion with the construction of roads under
the Commonwealth grant, and that the
State could not be expected to maintain
the subsidies. Two years ago an arrange-
ment was entered into between the Comn-
monwealth and the State under which
roads were to be constructed on a pound
for pound basis. Subsequently the State
pointed out to the Commonwealth that that
was not a fair division, because the State
was compelled to pay administration ex-
penses. fn consequence of that the Comn-
nmonwealth agreed to find £1 on condition
that the State contributed 15s., and that
basis was fixed. As soon as that basis was
established, and] as soon is the electioni
were over, the Government liromptly' re-
duced the subsidies to the road boards.,
thereby committing a breach of faith with
the Commonwealth Government.

The Minister for Justice: Nonsense!
Mr. FERGUSON:- Tbe Commonwealth

Government were led to believe that we
were doing a certain amount of work in
connection with the expenditure uder tha
road grant, and it was in consequence of
those representations that they agreed to
contribute £1 to every 15s. contributed by
the State. Surely it was a breach of faith
to take the action I have indicated after
entering into such an agreement!

Mr. Mann: Which M1inister was respon-
sible for that?

Mr. FERG-USON: I take it the Minister
for Works was responsible, because it has
been done since the elections. I am not
responsible for all the sins of the Minister
for Works. Although he has done very
well in many respects, certain things have
been authorised that wyarrant me in criticia-
ing- him and members of the Government
generally. Reference has been made to the
Vermin Act Amendment Act passed by the,
last Parliament. That legislation has
caused more comment and disatisfaction
in the rural districts than any other Act
passed in recent years.

The Minister for Justice! They asked
for it.

Mr. FERGUSON: It is very difficult for
mec to hear interjeetions; I have defective
hearing in my left ear, and therefore cannot
hear anything from the Government side of
the House.

Mr. Lambert: You certainly will not hear
anything intelligent on the other side.

Mr. FERGUSON: I hardly agree with
that.

Mr. Sampson:- At any rate, you are much
to be envied!

Mr. FERGUSON: I believe there is a
biblical injunction having reference to re-
quests for bread and receiving stones. That
is what we got in this instance.

The Minister for Justice: No, you asked
for bread and you got bread.

31r. FERGUSON:- We got twice as much
in taxation as we asked for.
Mr- Griffiths: Four times as much.
Mr. Angelo: Yonu got dough instead of

bread!
Mr. FERGUSON: As there are as many

shecep in the South-West as, in the pastoral
areas, surely it is only fair and equitable
that the money for paying the bonuses for
the destruction of dingoes, foxes, and hawks
should be contributed on a fifty-fifty basis
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by the two industries, On the other hand, we
find the farmers in the agricultural areas.
have to pay four imes as much as the pas-
toralists. In my opinion this money should
be taken from Consolidated Revenue and the
State should receive some assistance from
the Commonwealth because the destruction
of vermin is a national concern. The depre-
dations of dingoes, foxes, and hawks cause
an economic loss to the whole of the people
of the Commonwealth, and it is not right
that one section only should pay for the de-
struction :f those podts. At present every-
one owning 160 or more acres of land is
called upon to pay the vermin tax. There
are many people who own holdings of that
extent who are catled upon to pay the tax
but have no more interest in the destruction
of the pests than have men who own corner
blocks in Hay-street or St. George's-tenraee.
There arc men who own blocks in the Swan
district for vineyard purposes, and others
who have small areas in the South-West and
elsewhere, who have never seen a dingo, fox,
or hawk in their lives, and are therefore nto
more interested in their destruction than are
shopkeepers in Perth, Wh y should such
people be called upon to pay the vermin
taxs? It passes my comprehension. I know
of two instances of men owning 160 acres
and 140 acres respectively in the Swan dis-
trict. The man owning the block compris-
ing 140 acres has 100 sheep, whereas the
man owning the 160-acre block has his land
mostly under vines but also has some 30
sheep. The man who has 140 acres is ex-
empt, but the man who has the greater area
baa to pay the tax! There should be some
differentiation in respect of the bonus paid
in the North and that paid in the agricul-
tural areas, Prior to the 1st July last the
bonus payable in the northern areas -was
something like 5s., but now a uniform bonus
of £2 applies throughout the State. Under
those conditions the dingo trapper in the
North -will make a small fortune.

The Minister for Justice: And good luck
to him!

Mrf. FERGUSON:- I say good luck to him,
too, for I realise that we must get rid of the
vermin. On the other hand, the existing
legislation debars local authorities in the
agricultural areas from contributing any-
thing towards the bonus paid by the central
board for the destruction of the pests.

Hon. H. Millington: That is not so.
Mr. Lindsay: Then you have only just

recently altered the position.

Mr. FERGUSON: I have it directly from
the officials of the Agricultural Department
that the local hoards will not he allowed to
use their funds for subsidising the bonus
paid by the central board.

Hon. H. Millington: The Act does not
prevent the boards from subsidising the
bonus.

Air. FERGUSON- Do I understand that
the Act does not prevent local boards from
contributing funds so as to subsidise the
bonus paid by the central board?

Ron. H. Millington: It does not.
,Mr. FE RGUSON: Then it is peculiar

that we have been notified by the Agricul-
tural Department that we cannot use our
funds in that direction. With all due re-
spect to the Minister, I say he is wrong. The
legislation should be amended so as to enable
local governing authorities to supplement
the bonus paid by the central board. For
some time past the road board with which
I am associated has been paying a bonus of
£5 per scalp. Even at that price it has been
difficult to get trappers and others to devote
the time necessary to the destruction of the
pests I have mentioned. At the same time
the efforts of the board have succeeded to a
certain extent and the pest has been reduced
very considerably. Now that we have been
prohibited by the dictum of the Agricultural
Department from paying the bonus, we will
not be able to paty more than £2 per scalp
as from the let. July. That means that no
trapper will devote his time and energy in
an endeavour to cope with the pest. The
reward to him will not he adequate. All
road boards in the agricultural areas are
desirous of having the power to utilise their
funds to supplement the bonus paid by the
central board.

Hon. If. Millington: They will be able to
dio it.

Mr. FERGUSON: At present they are
debarred from doing so. If they are not
prohibited by the Act, they have been de-
barred in consequence of the notification
from. the Agricultural Department. I wish
now- to refer to the Midland areas. I do not
mean the small tract of country on either
side of the Midland railway, but to the whole
area extending from Mfidland Junction to
Geraldtou and from Goomatling to Mullewa.
Naturally we are proud of that area because
it furnishes the State with the biggest farmer
in the world, and also the highest average of
ainy district in the State. It has done that
for many years past. Although the member
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for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) may feel in-
clined to contradict my statement, statistics
supplied by the Government confirm it

Mr. Griffiths: The Mfidland area has the
highest average.

Mr. Lindsay: But does not produce the
largest quantity of wheat.

Mr. FERGUSON: That is due to the pre-
sence of a privately-owned railway line that
has made it difficult for the country to he
developed along right lines. The Midland
area comprises some of the most fertile land
in Western Australia. That is demonstrated
at the Royal Agricultural Society's show
year by year, giving evidence of the stock
produced in the area. Moreover, another
sign of the progress of the Midland areas
has been the capture of that coveted prize,
the Governor's Cup, on numerous occasions.
From the standpoint of fat lamb raising,
there is hardly any other district in the
State that can approach the Midland areas.
People resident in that part of the State
are keen on achieving two things. The first
is the purchase by the State of the Midland
railwvay and the second is the construction
of a railway from Jurien Bay on the coast
eastwards. Dealing with the Midland rail
way first, I affirma that the development and
progress of the whole of the Midland area
has been retarded and has been carried out
on absolutely wrong lines. This has beeu
due to the country being served by a pri-
vately-owned railway. In other parts of
the State, served by State railways, by far
the biggest percentage of the farms com-
prise areas of between 1,000 and 1,500 acres,
whereas in the Midland areas men with long
purses have been able to pick the eyes out
of the country, by the Purchase of huge
areas. That is not in the best interests of
Western Australia as a whole, for the towns
established along the Midland Railway, or
for the Midland Railway Company either.
Those at the head of the company have been
far too short-sighted, and have not teen able
to see that such a policy is not in their own
interests. Had that land been served by it
State railway, such conditions would never
have obtained. The reply furnished hy the
Premier to my question yesterday wvill be
very disheartening to the people in the Mid-
land district. We had hoped that the time
was coming when we would be relieved of
the additional tax due to the country being
served by a private railway. The Midland

people are of the opinion that they are
treated by the State Government in a some-
what similar manner to that which Western
Australia claims is meted out to ber by
the Commonwealth. Not too much symi-
pathy has been shown towards the settlers in
the Midland areas, and therefore develop-
ment has been held up in consequence. I
will give one instance to indicate the hard-
ships under which they are suffering. I
have studied the railway freight charges on
the State railways and have compared them
with those levied on the Midland line. I
find that the freight on a O-ton truck of
power kerosene, carried over a distance of
120 miles on a Government railway is £E3
12s. 2d. per truck less than is charged over
a similar distance for a similar truck con-
veyed partly over the Midland line and
partly over the State railways. Under such
conditions it is not to be expected that the
primary producer in the Midland areas can
compete with his fellow producers in other
parts of the State. That is one of the handi-
caps they have to put up with, and there
are many more of them as well. We have
experienced great difficulty in inducing, not
only thme present Government but former
Governments as well, to see the wisdom ofr
spending a fair shame of the revenue of the
State in the 'Midland areas. Governments
seem to be of the opinion that there is a
possibility that any assistance rendered in
that direction may help a foreign company.
It has to be remembered that the Midland
Railway Company commenced operations in
this State and spent money in its develop-
ment at a time when it was impossible for
the State to build a railway through the
Midland areas. It is up to the State Gov-
ernment to give the company a fair deal.
I am not quite sure that they arc getting it.
No one will accuse me of being a great friend
of the Midland Railway Company, because
I have probably criticised them more than
anyone else, but there are times when one
feels that something should be done to re-
lieve them of their property by means of
the State acquiring it. The people there
have been endeavouring for many years to
get the State Government to purchase the
line. So far we have never been able to
find a Government able to work up sufficient
enthusiasm to purchase it. Years ago, when
the present Leader of the Opposition wasq
Premier, we tried to get him to do something
in the matter, but without avail.
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Mr. Sampson: You mean his efforts were
not successful.

Aix. FERGU:SON: Since the Leader of
the Opposition is not here just now, I might
he accused of saying something behind his
hack. However, as his offeider is here, I
may remark that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was reported to have said there was not
an acre of good land north of Perth, at all
events not worth troubling about.

.)r. Sampson: Hie must have been iure-
ported. No such statement was made.

Mr. FE~RGUSON'. Well, twelve times yes-
terday the Leader of the Opposition quoted
things that he had been told. Possibly I was
told this by the same man. If the Leader
of the Opposition never said it, at all events
his efforts on behalf of these Midland di-i-
triets proved what hie thought of the land.

Mir. Sampson: You are not justified in
saying that.

Mr. FERGUSON: When the present Gov-
ernment camie into office we had hopes that
they were going to do something with the
M1idland railway proposition, for the Pre-
mier took up the matter with mnure enthus-
i asra than his predecessors had showni.

Mr. Richardson: Hle negotiated, just as
the Leader of the Oppoqitioa did, hut with-
out suracss.

The Minister for Railwvayvs: This Govern-
mnent offered the price that te previous Gov-
ernment could have got the line for, but the
offer wvas refused.

Mr. Richardson: The longer it remains,
the higher the price will be.

Mr. FERGUSON: If any of us wanted
to set ab-out huying a railway system, the
first thing we should do would he to have
a valuation made of the property. The Gov-
ernment of the State have not had a valua-
tion of the "Midland lands made since the
late Mr. William Paterson, of the Agricul-
tural Bank, inspected the property, and
placed a valuation upon it. That was nearl3%
20 years ago. There has been no exanuna-
ion of the land since then, and nothing- more

than a cursory exatmination of the line.
Mr. Teesdale: Then there is nothing more

to he said.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: No proper valua-

tion of the land has been made by the Lands
Department.

Mr. FERGUSON: But land up there that
was looked upon as useless 20 years ago is
growing highly profitable crops to-day. We
would like to induce the present Government

to put a little enthusiasm into this matter
and make another effort to see if they can-
not purchase the Midland railway.

21r. Sampson: Now you are on right lines.
The Minister for Railways: You might

show us how to raise some cash.
Mr. FERGUSON: I do not think much

cash would be required. The Premier, when
he returned fromn the Old Country, said it
was useless to negotiate with the Midland
Company, because every time the mnatter was
mentioned the price was put up still higher.
That has not always been so. I must say in
fairness to the company that when they have
put up the price, they have offered to sell
more property within that price. On one
occasion they increased the price from a
million to £1,850,000, hut in that increased
price they offered their equity in the land
.sold hut not paid for. The promissory notes
due on that land were worth £300,000. In
addition they offered several new engines and

soenew rolling stock. As the result of the
progress of the State and the development
o't the land they had disposed of, the com-
pany's railway had been converted from a
losing proposition into a payable one. There-
fore they had a right to claim a little extra.
for it.

The Minister for Railways: But they had
sold a lot of their land in the meantinme.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes, and every acre
they sell makes their railway ]ine more valii-
able.

The Minister for Railways: But not tho
residue of their landed property.

Mr. FERGUSON: Any company with a
payable b-usiness to sell is likely to increasie
the price in accordance with the prospects,.
Will the Minister for Railways give an as-
surance that he will endeavour to take up
this matter with the Midland Railway Comi-
pany again and see iE he can strike a bar--
gain in the interests of thg people of that
rountry At present thousands of settlers
there are dissatisfied with their lot because
they are not on the samne basis as their fel-
low producers in other parts of the State.
We pay a little more in taxation but we do>
not get a fair share of the loaves and fishes.
If the Government were to take up the mat-
ter with the M1idland Railway Company -now',
and make a valuation of the whole of the
property, there would he a possibility or the
complete concern being acquired by means
of arbitration, which would be fair to both
sides. I make that Suggestion to the Minis-
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ter for Railways in the hope that he may
act upon it. The other thing about which
the people of the Midland country are con-
cerned is the construction of a railway from
Jurien Bay eastward. Although, my friend
the member for A'on (Mr. Uriliths) think~s
his railway should be constructed Weore all
others, I consider that the Government should
construct the railways that will do most good
to tbe State by opening up new country,
rather than go on with a railway authorised
for mnany years, but which will not render
as great a service to the State. A railway
from Jurien Bay to the south-east would
open up a v'ery fertile tract of country A
lDandarragan, a country very little known ini
Western Australia to-day, except in point of
stock raising-. YTet for viticulture and dairy-
lug it is far ahead of anything else in the
State. There is room there for 50,000 acres;
of vines. As 1 say, that district is better
suited for viticulture than is any other part
of tbc State. There is no land in the Swan
district or at Todynty to be compared with
the Dandarragan country lor viticulture; and
1, coming f rom the Swan, say that. I can)
refer members to the viticultural expert at
the Department of Agriculture, wbo will
endorse what 1. have said. 'Moreover, that
area of country is not in my electorate, so
I cannot be accused of grinding an axe.

Mr. Sampson: Thle finest vineyard in Aus-
tralia is in the Swan district.

M1r. FERGUSO"N: And w~hen the Dan-
darragan district is opened up the finest
vineyard in Australia will be there. Also
that railway would open up some very fine
fertiliser deposits along that stretch.

Mr. Griffiths: Are they not of too low a
value?

N]r. FERGUSON: No, they will be quite
worth working when railway communication
is provided, althioughI the stuff will not Pay)
if it has to hie carted so great a distance.
That railway could be continued through
Moora to Bindi Bindi on the Piawaning-
Mfiling line and on through Ballidu on the
Wongan Hills line to the eastern spur of
the fljanding Northwards railway, and event-
ually out towards Bullfinch. The line would
have a wonderful effect on the opening up
of all that country. Jurien Bay, I am as-
sured, could be made an excellent port. It
is the natural port of all that country I have
mentioned. Hundreds of thousands of bags
of wheat are being grown in that country
to-day, and there will he many thousands.

moure when the Ejanding-North wards railway
with its eastern spur is built. All the wheat
grown from Winchester to Itogumber on the
Midland line, from Piawaning to Miling on
that line, and from Buntine to Wongan Hills
on the Wongan Hills-MNullewa line, and on
the northern end of the proposed Ejanding-
Northwards railway can be shipped far more
economically at Jurien Bay than at cithu.r
Geraldton or Fremantle.

Mr. Angelo: The member for Geraldton is
not listening, nor is the member for Eve-
mantle.

Mr. EEtGUSON: I ami sure those
memnbers wiould aot stand in the -way of the
development of the State, even if it were
to hanve somec slight trejudicial effect on
their own ports. The Mlinister for Agricut-
tare on his retun~ from a trip through the
eastern districts recently referred to the light
lands of the tountry in glowing terms. He
said there were nine million acres of light
land in close proximity to existing railways.
I have suggested to the Minister that hie
should establish a light lands experimental
farmu in the Nlidlands districts, and I sincerely
hope he will see his way to do so. For out
of the nine million acres of light land two
million acres are on the westward side of
the Midland railway, and at present are
scarcely being utilised at all. There is just
this difference between the light lands west
of the Midland railway and the rest
of the light lands, of this State: the
land west of the line will not grow payable
wheat crops. All the light lands on the east-
ern side aire producing payable wheat
crops. but thant to the west is not capable
of such a result. Still there inay be other
uses for that land, such as; the growth of
fodder crops and the car-ryving of sheep, and
so it is up? to the Government to prove
whether that huge area of land,. ideally situ-
ated in point of climate aind rainfall, with
an exi.tin railway on one sd n aua

port on the other, is not capable of giving
A, good return. it is a great pity that the
whole of it should he lying idle at present,
producing nothing hut rabbits and dingoes.
If the Government would spend £5,000 ex-
perinienting with 35,000 acres of that land,
they could demonstrate whether or not a
settler could make at living on it. It is
a job for the State. not for the private in-
divid ual. If t he ex peri ment proved a f ail ure,
probably many thousands of pounds would
be saved to private individuals, while if it
proved a success it would be a very fine
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investment from the point of view of the
State; because that two million acres now
lying idle would promptly be taken up and
made to produce wealth to help pay the tax-sn
tion we have to contribute towards the
carrying on of the State. I should like to
refer to one or two other matters in which
mny electors are keenly interested. One is
the accommodation provided at the Wougan
Hills State hotel. It is the only State hotel
in the Moore electorate, and it is conducted
on ideal lines. The district served by the
town of Wongan is one of the finest of our
wheat districts, but the accommodation. at
the hotel is entirely inadequate for the re-
qui remnents. I have been at that hotel seek-
in- accommodation a number of times
(diring the past 12 months. On each occa-
sion I have found every room in the hotel
occupied and the verandah space fuilly
taken up by beds. If the license were held
by a private individual the Licensing Board
would compel him to supply reasonable
aerommudation to meet the requirements
ot' the district and of the travelling public.

Mr. Sampson: It is time the Licensing
Board visited the hotel and also the Bruce
Rock hotel.

M1r. FERGUSON: I urge the Treasurer
to endeavour to find sufficient funds so that
the necessary additions to the accominodsi-
tion of that hotel may he made.

'Mr. Sampson: Why not let it to a private
individual, and then you would get the
proper accommodation?7

_Mr. Marshall: And have it like the hotel
at Mullewav

Mr. FERGUSON: The Wongan Hills
hotel is well conducted, and no resident of
the district -would hear of a private hotel
being started in opposition, provided the
required additions were made. There is not
sufficient business to warrant the erection of
a private hotel to compete with the State
hotel. The public buildings at Wongan Hills
are the only ones in the town that do not
meet requirements. The post office-which
I know comes under the Federal Govern-
met-the railway station and the State
hotel are inadequate for the requirements of
the township. Many years ago the Govern-
went of which Sir Hlenry Lefroy was the
Leader, spent a good deal of money in sink-
ing an artesian bore in the MIoora distiret.
It was- somewhat of a failure, largely be-
cause it *as 'not completed. T ask the Gov-
ernment to make an attempt to demonstrate
whether the sub-artesian basin exists in that

locality. Moora is the principal town on the
Midland railway and it is without a water
supply. I believe it is the only town of its
size and importance in the State that has not
a water supply of any kind.

Mr. Lindsay: Wyalcatchem has not one
yet.

Mr. FERGUSON: Wyalcatchem is only a
pup compared with Moors. Efforts have
been made by the Public Works Department
to locate water there, but so far a satisfac-
tory scheme has not been provided. A pro-
position has been made that a welt should
be sunk in a certain place and that the resi-
dents should agree to pay s. 6d. in the
pound to meet the cost. No resident of the
town will undertake to do that, because all
are quite satisfied that the well will not yield
sufficient water. The Works Department
officials, on the other hand, say there is suffi-
cient water. The owner of the land on whose
property the bore was sunk has endeav-
oured to get sufficient water in that locality
for his own requirements1 and has failed, and

sit is not likely that the residents of the
town would enter into a contract that would
make them liable for a rate of 3s. Gd. to
furnish a water supply at a spot where they
are of opinion water is non-existent. On the
occasion of the visit of the Honorary Minis-
ter (Hon. J. W. Hickey) to Moora. we
pointed out the necessity for making addi-
tions to the courthouse. I suggest to the
Minister for Justice that he discuss the mat-
ter with the Honorary Minister with a view
to having the additions made. The present
courthouse is about big enough to swing a
cat in, and all the business of the district is
done there. Apart from the court business,
there is all the electoral, savings bank and
other work that clerks ofi courts have to do,
and it has all to be done there. There is only
one little room for the purpose, and it is
always congested. I hope the Minister for
Justice will see his way to increase the ac-
commodation. During my election campaign
I found that throughout my electorate and,
indeed, in other parts of the State, there is
a keen demand for a redistribution of seats.
The present state of affairs is entirely un-
satisfactory, and I hope that before long
the Government will introduce a Bill to give
effect to the wishes of the people.

Mr. Sgampson: It is a scandalous position.
Mr. FE RGUSON: In the Governor's

Speech mention was miade of a. Bill
to authorise State insurance. I am of
opinion that there is no demand from
the country for State insurance. The people
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are satisfied that no good will accrue
to them from the State's embarking on
insurance business, and they are unani-
mously of opinion that insurance is a
business that should be left to private
enterprise.

The Minister for Mines : Not unani-
mously of opinion, by a long way. Do not
say that.

Mfr. Marshall: The last election proved
your argument to be absolutely wrong.

Mr. FERGUSON: It proved nothing at
all in the matter of State insurance. The
member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
raised the question of the influx of south-
ern Europeans. The Premier, in his
speech, stated that many of the southern.
Europeans who have come to the State
would make good settlers. In his policy
speech delivered at Boulder prior to the
elections, he stated that the ultimate
p~rosperity of Western Australia depended
absolutely upon the uninterrupted progress
of the primary industries. He did not sa;
it depended on the uninterrupted progress
of the motor industry, the printing indus-
try, or the hrickmaking industry; he said it
depended absolutely upon the uninterrupted
progress of the primary industries. The
uninterrupted progress of the primary in-
dustries is dependent largely upon the
ability of the people engaged in those in-
dustries to get the country they take tip
cleared and cultivated at reasonable cost,
and with the utmost expedition, and that
is work for which the southern Europeans
are eminently suited. It is the class of
work they are doing at present. I expect
the member for East Perth would reply
that Australians could do it if a reasonable
rate were paid for the work. That is not
so. The man who wants his land cleared
is prepared to pay a reasonable price, but
he wants to get the work done. The Aus-
tralian does not want to do it. The Aus-
tralian can do other jobs for which he is
temperamentally more suited, and leave
the clearing work to the southern Euro-
peans. I have done my share of clearing,
and at best it is hard, bullocking work.
There are hundreds of thousands of acres
in the Midland districts that need to he
cleared.

Mr. Sleeman: At what price?

Mr. FERGUSON : The price does not
enter into the question. The southern

Europeans will not do it any cheaper than
would Australians, but they will do it.

Mr. Sleeman: The Australians would do
it better.

Mr. FERGUSON: There are a good
many hundreds of southern Europeans in
the 'Midland districts, but not one of them
is working at a lower rate than an Austra-
lian would receive for the work. They an
shrewd enough to know what the Austra-
lian gets, and they w-ill not undertake the
work at a lower rate. The Australian
would receive the preference if he would
do the work, but be does not want it and I
do not blame him. The member for Fre-
mantle has done a little clearing in his
time, and I know that he does not want to
do any more of it. He prefers his present
job.

Mr. Sleeman: I still say the Australian
would do a better job.

Mr. FERGUSON: There are not enough
Australians available to do it, and the
southern Europeans are doing it. and doin,
it well. I do not say that Australians
would not do it as well; but they are not
available to do tbe clearing that is required
at present.

Mr. Sleeman: There is not enough brass
available to encourage them to do it.

MrT. FERGUSON: The southern Euro-
peans do not bang about the metropolitai
area after arrival, hut get straight into
the backblocks and undertake this class of
work. They are not educated men, like
Australians; they are suited for this work,
and the hard toil and long hours they will
put uip with, whereas the Australian will
not. I believe there is a good time in store
for this State. We have the promise of a
wonderful season. I have spent all my life
in Western Australia, and I do not remem-
ber a season that promised so well through-
out the State. From Wyndham to Albany'
the country is in for an excellent season.
Of course, the harvest will depend upon the
rain we get during the next six weeks or
so, but please God we shall get it, and have
a bountiful harvest. Some of the Eastern
States are not experiencing such a good
season. In South Australia and New South
Wales the season is pretty bad owing to
a shortage of rain. On this account I have
a suggestion to make to the Government.
Seeing that we are having such a bountiful
season and that there is sufficient feed in
this State to maintain millions more sheep
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than we have depastured, it would be a
favourable opportunity to get some of the
starving stock from the Eastern States into
our pastoral areas. It Would he a good
scheme for the State Government to take
up with the Commonwealth Government by
offering to transport stock over the trans-
Australian and State railways at a cheap
rate in order to make the transfer an
economic proposition. The cost of trans-
port at existing rates is fairly heavy, but
it would be money well spent if the two
Governments subsidised the cost.

Mr. Teesdale: Those States charged us
£15 for chaff when we had a drought. They
are nice people to do a good turn to.

Afx. FERGUSON: In conclusion let me
say I have a genuine desire to assist in tlt-
development and progress of my native
State, and if during my term as a member
of Parliament I can do something to that
end, my ambition will have been achieved.

On motion hy M%1r. Sleeman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.27 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESBTION-DAIRYING, SOUTH-WEST
AREAS.

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Chief
Secretary: What is the approximate area
of South-West land, alienated and uin-
alienated, suitable for dairying, starting
from 50 miles east of Albany to 50 miles
north of Bunbury 9

[6]

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
approximate area. is 7,940,000 acres, but
there is not sufficient. information avail-
able to say how much of this area is sut-
able for dairying.

PAPERS-COLLIE POWER SCHEME.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing ordered:
That all papers, ieports, plans, estimates,
etc., in connection with the proposed Collie
Power Scheme lbe laid upon the Table of
the House.

- MOTION-TRAFFIC ACT.

T'o disallow regulations.

Debate resumed from 4th August on the
following motion by Hon. G. Potter:-

That the regulations prescribing omnnibus
routes Nos. 7, 16, 20, 42, 48, 54, and 5.3, tinder
"The Traffic Act, 1919-1926,1 published in
tlhe "Coermn Gazette'' on thue 22nd July,
1927, and laid upJon the Table on the 2nd
August, 1927, be and are hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. Mf.
Drew-Central) [4.35] : It is not surpris-
inig that there should be a motion for the
disallowance of these regulations. Evun
if they had been prepared 'by King Solo-
mon, we would look for such a result.
M~any diverse interests are concerned, and
those who may suiffer or who may imagine
they suffer even the slightest ineonvenien,'e
are naturally up in arms, and they soon
find champions for their side. Where the
safety of the public is concerned the in-
terest is too general to win numerous
advocates, and it is too often the case that,
in the desire to consider the welfare of a1
section, the welfare of the mass is over-
looked. The grounds on which th~e dis-
allowance of the regulations is sought are
the weakest that could be used to influence
a responsible and deliberative assembly
such, as the Legislative Council. Because
Mr. Potter and M.r. Gray, and others with
a similar lack of ex.-perience in such mat-
ters, consider that the starting points and
termini of motor vehicles are wrong, that
is no reason why the judgment of experts
on this quiestion should he set aside. We
are asked to obey the behests of Mr.
Potter, Mr. Gray and Mr. Kitson, and
ignore the experience and wisdom of those
whose business it is to give close study to
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