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their mutual interests and regard their
relationship with a greater feeling of
amity instead of the enmity that is dis-
played at present. The Arbitration Court
fixes the wages of the individual often on
age and irrespective of produection. I do not
know how an industry can prosper unless
the party receiving wages nnd the party
providing the employment can devise some
method whereby the industry will yield the
requisite wage. Production is the only
method by which that can be determined.
The age of the individual is not going to
influence that important fact. The produe-
tion of the industry and nothing else will
enable it to stand. TUnemployment is re-
flected in the statisties conecerning imports
and c¢xports published a few days ago. The
total imports of Western Australia last year
amounted to £18,376,440, an increase of
£1,913,868, while our exports were only
£15,151,959, an increase of £570,302. Thus
the total excess of imports over exports was
£3,224,481. That statement of owr trading
operations reflects the industrial position of
the State. It shows that there has not been
operating the arrangement essential Lo
bring the two great forees, employers and
employees, together, and bind them into one
harmonious whole working for the common
zood of the State. Here is Western Ans-
tralia importing to this large extent, and
thus working the greatest possible detri-
ment to its own people. Reference has been
made to Government buildings. T would re-
mind the Leader of the Honse of certain
questions I asked last session regarding the
Lands Titles Office. On that occasion I
stressed the importance of Government ac-
tion to have a suitable building erected for
that department. I ask that attention he
given to this matter. Itisnot necessary to re-
fer to some of the comments T made recently
when addressing the Royal Institute of Ar-
chitects regarding our Houses of Parlia-
ment, Probably the Minister will also keep
that matter in mind. A matter that affects
my constitueney perhaps more than others
is the inereasing number of motor accidents.
In Washington nearly two years ago a eon-
ference was held fo consider this important
matter, and in England efforts have been
made to devise means of minimising these
risks. The loeal Automobile Association has
taken steps to the same end, and it would
be well if the Government considered means
by which the loss of lifeveould be lessened.

I cannot undertake to support any measure
of State insuranee that will exceed the
measure that this House aecepted last year.
In eonclusion, I express the hope that the
present year will be atlended with the
greatest possible suecess to the country.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate ad-
Jjourned. 1

House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT.

Mr. LINDSAY asked the Minister for
Lands: What is the total debt charge, in-
dnding drainage, owing on the 500 group
settlement bloeks from which it is proposed
to remove settlers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The estimate of a reduction of 500 holdings
by linking and abandoning existing holdings
is based on progress results of reclassifica-
tion now proceeding. Until this is completed,
the actual holdings from which settlers will
be removed are not known. The develop-
mental expenditure on 500 holdings in the
areas coneerned, based on the average ex-
penditure on groups therein, is roughly esti-
mated at £800,000. The assets on linked
holdings will not be lost, and salvage of mov-
able assets will also reduce the loss. Drain-
age is not completed, and its cost eannot yet
he allocated.
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QUESTION—ABORIGINES AND DR.
COOK’S REPORT.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Health: In view of the fact that the Broome
Road Board and other public bodies are in
possession of a copy of the report of Dr.
Cook’s inspection of natives in the North
and North-West, will ke reconsider his ve-
fusal to lay the report on the Table of the
House?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
Dr. Cook’s report was confidential. He is
not an officer of the State departments.
The fact that the Broome Road Board and
other public bodies are in possession of a
eopy does not remove the obligation to re-
gard it as confidential. Until the Common-
wealth authorities release the report, it ean-
not be laid on the Table of the House.

QUESTION-—-FRUIT, COOL STORE AT
FREMANTLE.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, In view of the growing im-
portance of the fruit export business, is it
the intention of the Government to consiruct
a cool store on the Fremantle wharf, thereby
providing necessary pre-cooling facilities
eonveniently located for shippers? 2, If so,
when?

The MINISTER FOR AGRILCULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, Arple cold storage accom-
modation is available at the W.A. Meat Ex-
port Co’s Works, Fremantle; therefore the
erection of permanent costly buildings on
the Fremantle wharf is not warranted at
the present time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day,
Liebate resumed from the previous day.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.38]: 1t is very often said that
the last session of a Parliament is mainly
occupied by members in talking o their
electors, having in mind the approaching
elections. I think it is alse proved that in
the first session of a new Parliament, when
dealing with the Address-in-reply, members
mostly indulge in a repetition of their elec-
tioneering speeches. It is perbaps inevit-
able and to be expected, coming as we do

straight from the polling booths, saturated
with our campaign speeches, and literally
breathing the atmosphere of the campaign,
that we should to a great extent repeat our
utterances on the hustings. So I think that
the speech of the Leader of the Opposition
on Tuesday evening was made up chiefly of
statements that he made during the election
eampriign.  The hon, member even brought
up our eartoons. We each had n fair share
of them.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell :
had them all.
them up before.

The PREMIER: 1 admit that ours were
better, and in that respeet I sympathise with
the hon. metuber in the lack of imagination
possessed by those who eonceived or de-
signed some of his party’s cartoons.

Hon, Siv James Mitchell: It was due to
lagk of White City funds. We had no
noney.

The PREMIER: No. If there were any
White City funds in it, the hon. member was
responsible, beeanse all the funetions and
affairs that have bLeen conducted in White
City had their origin during the time when
the lon. member was Premier.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do net think
s0,

The PREMIFR: It was in those days
that gambling flourished at White City. Dur-
ing the past year or two the gambling
clement has been reduced hy about 90 per
cent., compared with what it was during the
days when the Leader of the Opposition had
control over it.

Hon. Sir James Mitelell: That is all very
fine.

The PREMIER: It is a faet.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The money was
not used for politieal purposes,

The PREMIER: It was used for the same
purpose and by the same people. No new
people have gonc to White City during the
past three years, It is the same body, and
the same organisations have utilised it for
the past three yenrs that utilised it during
the term of the hon. member. Those are
the faets with regard to White City.

Hon. Sir James Jitchell: They are not
all the faets,

The PREMIER: Theyv arve all the faets.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Charitable in-
stitutions run the place.

The PREMIER: The same charitable in-
stitutions are there to-day, nnd the same

I thought you
I could not have brought
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bodies that may be regarded not as charit-
able. Precisely the same bodies that were
therec when the hon. member was there are
still there, with the difference that gambling
has to a large extent been eliminated.

on. Sir James Mitchell: I am not sure
that you have been there,

Mr. Davy: What about turning White
City into a nice garden?

The PREMIER: It is not a bad idea. It
will, however, do no harm to have the facts
stated clearly and definitely.

Hon. Siv James Mitchell: Do you sug-
gest that the same people who are there
now were there hefore?

The PREMIER: 1 asserted it, I did not
suggest. il.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
purposes?

The PREMIEK: I did not suggest it, but
I made & definite statement that these were
the faets. .

Hon. Sir Jfames Mitehell: We will have
a seleet committee.

The PREMIER: The only cartoon of im-
portance put out by the Opposition that I
noticed was a map of Western Anstralia,
containing the adviee that “Thisis your coun-
try. Remember Queensland and New South
Wales, and place Labour last” The sug-
gestion was that Queensland and New South
Wales had been ruined by Labour Govern-
ments, I am quite prepared to eredit the
people of those States with just the same po-
litical intellizence as is possessed by the peo-
vle in this or any other State in Australia.
They may be trusted to look after their own
interests when the elections eome round. I
kuow, too, that M. Lang was worked over-
time during the elections. He was brought
out upon ecvery platform, and was ar-
raigned before the har of public opinion
in Western Australia, although I do not
know why that should have been done here.
He is not engaged in serving this State, but
he was nevertheless tried, sentenced and ex-
ecuted a thousand times over during the elec-
tion campaign.

Mr. Lindsay: He was very much alive,
was he not?

The PREMIER: Perbhaps so.

Mr. Mann: You do not take any exeep-
tion to that, do you?

The PREMIER: XNo, but I decline, on
behalf of the Government or the Labour
Party in this State, to accept any responsi-
bility for any alleged shorteomings that
Mr. Lang may have, just as I do not wish

For politigal

to claim credit for any virtues he may
possess. There has been a considerable
amount of disecussion with regard to the
year's financial operations. In some quarters
people have been busy examining and
analysing the finaneial returns, {o show
that the surplus is no real or tangible
thing. As a matter of faet, I think 1 am
safe in saying that e considerable number
of people in this State are positively
annoyed that a Labour Government should!
produce a surplus.

Mr. Marshall : They are disappointed
about it.

The PREMIER: It is guite eontrary to
all ethies of their politics that a Labour
Government should be so discourteous as
to produce a surplus. Therefore, those
people set themselves the task of proving
that the financial result of the year’s opera.-
tions does not represent a surplus at all.
The “Sunday Times” says that we actually
Lad a deficit of £750,000, The Leader of
the Opposition made it £250,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T was under
the mark.

The PREMIER : The “West Australian”
was wmore modest and brought its elaim

down to two figures. There is rather
a discordant nole in these statements,
and T suggest to them that it would

have been wiser if they had taken Lord
Melbourne’s advice when he said te his
Ministers, “It does not matter a damn
what we say. so long as we all say the same
thing.” Had tlese people consulted with
cach other:

Hoen. Sir James Mitehell: Do you suggest
1 should have eonsulted them?

The PREMIER: —there would, perhaps,
not he so mueh confusion in the minds of
the people of the State to-day as to the real
position. Some have said, “Well, there has
been ne surplus at all,” while others, admit-
ting the surplus, say, “Well, even if there
is a surplus, it is not to the eredit of this
Government but it is due fo the generosity
of the Federal Government.” The Press
and other eritics sav that we have had the
henefit of the Federal disabilities grant,
and the prants for road-making and for
other special purposes. Each one of those
crities knows perfeetly well that not one
penny of the Commonwealth money from
any of these grants during the past threc
vears has henefited Consolidated Revenue
at all.
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Mr. Latham: It has relieved Conmsolidated
Revenue.

The PREMIER: In what way?

Mr. Latham: In various ways.

The PREMIER: The inferenece has been
that in some way the money has come
directly into Comsolidated Revenue.

Mr. Latham: Not at all.

The PREMIER: I has, and the state-
ments have been made with that purpose in
view. The objeet has been to give people
the idea that the improvement in the
finances has .been brought about because
of the Federal grants. I assert again, not
one pound of the Federal money has gone
into Consolidated Revenue,

M, Mann: Buat the grants have been of
great benefit to the State.

The PREMIER: I do not say they bave
not been of benefit. I do not say it is not
of benefit to the State to have roads made,
or to receive a grant that will enable us to
reduce taxation. On the other hand, the
case has been stated so often by these
crities in a way to lead people to helieve
that the money has gone in some way ot
other into Consolidated Revenue.

Mr, Sampson: Even the road hoard sub-
sidies have been cut down.

The PREMIER: And the expenditure of
money in eonnection with road boards has
inereased in various directiops. The hon.
member eannot have it both ways!

Mr. Sampson: The incomes of the road
boards have been reduced.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: At any rate,
the Commonwealth grants have saved tha
State expenditure.

The PREMIER: In this morning’s issue
the “West Australian,” commenting on the
surplus in connection with the goldfields
water supply lean sinking fund, referred
to my statement that the surplus of £57,000
I understated the amount by £1,000, for
the surplus was really £58,000—had been
taken into Consolidated Revenue. The
“West Australian” stated that my action
amounted to “financial jugglery.” That is
a serious charge, The newspaper criticised
me for having taken the money into rev-
enue despite the fact that it had been paid
into a sinking fund over a period of some
28 years. If there is any financial jugglery
in the matter, it is to be found in the
manner in which the “West Australian'’
has been endeavouring to show, during the
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last month or two, that there has been no
surplus.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You did not
anticipate that when you delivered your
Budget speech?

The PREMIER: No, but revenue comes
in from various directions neot anticipated
when we compile our financial statements.

.Every year revenue that was not expected

is received from various sources, and that
is made clear by the faet that everv
Treasurer has under-estimated his reeeipts
in many directions. I eclaim it is quite a
proper and legitimate thing to pay such u
surplus into revenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you knew
that money was there.

The PREMIER: I know the hon. mem-
ber did not comment upon the faet that
the Government had paid that money intn
Consolidated Revenue; I am inerely com-
menting on the statements made by the
newspaper. Over a long period of years
sinking fund payments in connection with
the water supply scheme were drawn frowm
revenue, and when the loan was redeemed
and it was found that a surplus existed, it
was the proper thing to do to pay that sur-
plus back to revenne. If it happened to
come in this year, as the newspaper savs
it did, T am not responsible for that. T
did not arrange the vear in which it shonld
come in. It was just the fortune of the
political war, as it were, that it happened
to come in this year. I did not arrange that
it should be available this vear in order to
help to seeure a surplus!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
knew that it was there.

The PREMIER: When the loan matured
and it was found that there was a surplus of
£58,000, it was only proper that the surplus
should be paid into Consolidated Revenue.
But the “West Australian” deseribes that as
“financial jugglery”!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There was a
surplus of £400,000 in June last. I suppose
some of the bonds were sold at less than
face value.

The PREMIER: At the time it was a
matter of face value but subsequently they
were sold at market value, which was less
than the face value, so that the revenmne
benefited to that extent. Some of our critics
have said that the lines of the (Government
have fallen in pleasant places, and that the
Commonwealth Government have been pood
to us by making financial grants.

No, but youn
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Mr. Mann: It was a very nice windfall
to have £58,000 alone!

The PREMIER: Yes, but there is no year
in which there are no corresponding items of
unexpected expenditure on the other side of
the ledger. No Treasurer wounld cver get
very close to his Estimates unless unantiei-
pated revenue came in to counterbalance the
unexpected items of expenditure, The news-
papers say that I have been boasting abont
the surplns. I have not said anything about
it! I believe I have heen extremely modest.
When the financial returns for the year were
available I gave them to the newspaper re-
porter.

Mr. Davy:
in smiles.

The PREMIER: Perhaps so. The re-
porter asked me for some comments and I
told him there was no need for comment as
the figures spoke for themselves,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Yes, there was
something else you said,

The PREMIER: Yes, I think I said that
it was the first surplns sinee 1910-11. The
rest that appeared was written by the re-
porter. He said that 1 had a smiling face.

Mr. Withers: It was nothing to ery about'

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Latham: At any rate, the fact that
you smiled was nothing unnsual.

The PREMIER: Surely there was no
justification to be sad about the matter,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yon went fur-
ther than that. Did you not say something
about eritics who had predieted you wounld
have a deficit of £250,00079

The PREMIER: No, I did not say that
at the time I issued the statement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, you did.

The PREMIER: Xo, I think that was
later on. Treasurers who have held office
in this State from time fo time have looked
pleased, and felt pleased, under less satis-
factory circumstances. I have before me a
pewspaper clipping published at the time
the financial statement was issued in 1903.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, that was
in Daglish’s year.

The PREMIER: I am wrong; it was the
1923 statement, not that issued in 1903. I
thank the Leader of the Opposition for the
correciion. When I read the statement T
think hon. members will agree that I was
modest in my very brief statement. This
is bow the newspaper report reads—

A emiling Premicr, with a confident ring 3o

his voice, announced the lowest annual defieit
for seven years iast night.

And your face was wreathed
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Mr. Marshall:
he ever carried.

The PREMIER: The report continues—

Sir James Mitchell chose to m:uke his state-
ment to the annual gathering of members of
the Royal Institute of Architects of Westem
Australin, He bustled into the Savoy Totel
late, and when he answered the toast of ‘' The
State Parliament,’’ proposed by Sir Talbot
Hobbs, he exPlained the reason for his un-
punctuality.

‘‘To-morrow morning,”’ he said, ‘‘there will
be some very pleased people in the State. A
few, of course, will be disappointed, disap-
pointed that the figures disclose the achieve-
ment they do. The croaker does not like to
be proved wrong.'’

Mr. Mann: You agree with that?

The Minister for Mines: The chickens
are eoming home to roost.

The PREMIER: I have no right to look
pleased with a surplus at allf

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who said so?

The PREMIER: Quite a number have
said so. The report of the hon. member's
remarks eontinues—

““The eroaker does not like to be proved

wrong. To prove him wrong I was a little
late in coming to this meeting so that I might
be able to tell you, and through you, the
public, how the State closed its financial
year.’’
Then the hon. member proceeded to make a
long speech, which was freely punctuated
with applause right through. And the
genesis of it all was that he was annonneing
a deficit for that year of £405,000. So it
will be seen that some people are justified
in rejoicing over a deficit of nearly half a
million, while I have no right to smile over
a surplus. It will be seen how well the hon.
member understands the psychology of the
people when he said “‘There will be croak-
ers.” Of course they have no right to be
croakers because of a deficit of £405,000,
but they have every right to be croakers
when there is a surplus. And there are
eroakers abroad to-day, when the position
has been entirely altered. There are ¢roak-
ers to-day when we have a surplus, just as
there were croakers in the days when the
hon. member made this statement I have
quoted. And the whole of his speech was
punctuated with tremendous applause.

Mr. Sampson: Applause well justified.

The PREMIER: But there is no justifi-
cation for even smiling over a surplus, al-
though yon may laugh till you nearly take a
fit when you have a deficit of £405,000! The

It was the smallest baby
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then Premier eoncluded, apropos of what, I
do not know, by saying—

So far as I am concerned, I doen’t care a
tuppenny damn whether I am in Parliameat
or out of it, but so long as I am in Parlia-
ment I am going to do what I think is right.
The bon. member has always done what he
thought was right. Still, why this jealousy,
this hesitation?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thera is not an
atom of jealousy.

The PREMIER: Perhaps not, but why
this hesitation to give any credit whatever
this year, when there is a surplusf

Mr. Sampson: It is merely that inguiries
have been made about interest payments and
sinking funds.

The PREMIER: Not merely inguiries,
but aspersions and charges that have no
foundation in fact. The Leader of the Op-
position on Tuesday said that with the elec-
tions coming on I budgeted for & surplus
of £10,000 in order to make a good showing.
That is true. J did budget for a surplus
of £10,000. And the hon. member, unoffic-
ially during the election campaign bundgeted
for a deficit of £250,000. The difference
between my budget and his budget bas been
that I was correet, while he was a quarter
of a mwillion out,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: 1 did not know
you were going to get that sinking fund.

The PREMIER: I budgeted in order to
make a good showing for £10,000, while the
hon. member and his followers said repeat-
edly that there was going to be a defieit
of a quarter of a million.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It would have
been more than that had you not got the
sinking fund,

The PREMIER: Nonsense! The sinking
fund hLas not benefited the revenuwe by a
single pound. Statements are made and
repeated in order to impress the public thet,
somehow, we have benefited by the sinking
fund and other means to the extent of a
very large sum of money. Even when, last
night, the member for Avon (Mr. Grifliths)
said there was a surplus on paper, he did
not so much as pretend to prove anything,
to examine and show anything. Nevertheless
that statement, just a passing statement—
shall I be pardoned if in all the circumstances
I characterise it as an irresponsible state-
menti—was quite sufficient for the news-
paper this morning to give it a headline
in the report of the hon. member’s speech,
so that it might eateh the publie eye and give

{ASSEMBLY.]

it oot that the surplus was only a paper
surplus. I want to say it is not a paper
surplus, that it is a genvine eash sorplus
and has heen produced without any finaneind
aid from the Commonwealth Government.
Not one penny of this money has gone to-
wards producing the surplus, not directly.
1t is the result of preeisely the same methods
of finaneing as have been carried on all
through the years. It is said of course—I
am not taking any credit—that during the
four or five years the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was in office his Goveroment sowed
the seeds, and that we are reaping the har-
vest. Well, I do not care.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli: I hope it will
be a bigger harvest yet.

The PREMIER : I bave not claimed any
special eredit for the Government or denied
to any of the past Governments credit that
properly belongs to them for the work done
towards building up and developing this
conntry. Yet we are told in the Press, and
I believe it will continue till the last trumpet
blows, right down to the final generation,
that if anything good comes to this State
it will all date back to the five years that
the hon. member was in office. That will
be repeated for generations hence.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : Don’t be jealous,

The PREMIER: I amn not. I have never
claimed any special credit, but T suggest to
some of the eritics that they just drop that
puerile kind of argument, contending that
all the bad things were in the years prior
to the hon. member’s occupation of office,
and that all the good things from now hence-
forth shall be due and date from the time
the hon. member was here. Surely Govern-
menfs before and after the Mitchell Admin-
istration have done just a little to contribute
to the State’s present satisfactory position'
T think therefore that it ill becomes any
citizen of the Stalr or any journal to try
to damage the financial reputation of the
State by proclaiming to the world that the
surplus is actually n deficit. The statements
are broadcast in Australia and other places,
and it is not a very good inducement to those
investing money in our country or establish-
ing businesses here to read in responsible
journals that the State has really had a de-
fieit, but that it has been faked into a sur-
plus. That, in fact, is what is being said,
and it iz not in the best interests of the
State. I submit that if for mere party pur-
poses politieal propaganda is attempted to
be made by jugeling with figures and de-
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claring without an atom of proof that a
surplus is really a deficif, it is a paliry and
miserable atntude for anyone to take up.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: In 1912 much
was said about a small surplus.

The PREMIER: 1 sat over there for
seven years when, unfortunately, the State
was experiencing very heavy defieits, but you
will search my speeches of that period in
vain to find the carping eriticism in regard
to the finances that is indulged in to-day
respecting this Government. It is frequently
said, *“Oh well, if the finances have im-
proved, it is beeause of certain circuin-
stances. 'The present Government have had
an enormously larger revenue to deal with
than had the previous Government.”

Mr. Mann: That is fair eritieism.

The PREMIER: I will endeavour to show
that it is very stupid, foolish eriticism. A
member speaking in another place the other
evening quoted figures to show that we had
received several millions of pounds more
than had been received by our predecessors.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Gross revenue,
of course.

The PREMIER : Yes, gross revenue. And
it is held that because the gross revenue is
inereasing year by vear, therefore the fin.
ances ought to be very much better than
they are, and that even if there be a snr-
plus it ought to be bigger than it is. But
it does not follow at all.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It is very use-
ful, all that revenue.

The PREMIER : 1 will show that the hon.
member had an enormously inereased rev-
enne, but did not prodmee surpluses, that
indeed he went back and produced large
deficits. The critic who says that because
the gross revenue is increasing vear by year,
the finaneial position of the State onght
necessarily to improve, and that there ought
to be a larger surplus, does not know the
ABC of public finance,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, of course
there will be increases in wages and coal bills
and things like that.

The PREMIER: To merely take out a
hlnck of fizures, such as the eritie in another
place did, and quote the revenue of four
years agzo, and compare it with that of last
vear, and say that there beinz so many more
millions the finanees ought to be so much
hetter, is to write down that eritic as not
knowing what he talks about. That mem-
her in another place said the gross revenune
had increased by £1,885,000 as compared
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with my predecessor’s last year of office.
But included in the gross revenue is the dis-
abilities grant of £565,000 which, of course,
everybody knows does not benefit revenne to
the extent of one penny.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Ob yes, it does.

The PREMIER : The grant from the Com-
monwealth, which is included in these gross
figures, the erities have assumed to be general
revenue. But it was not available for general
réevenue purposes, '

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : You used it for
the first part of the year.

The PREMIER : But it was not included
in the year’s fizures, not a penny of it. The
hon. member knows where the money went.

Hon. Sir Jarmes Mitchell: Yes, that is so.

The PREMIER: Well, is it fair criticism
to include it in the gross revenue and say,
“You have had all this money more than
we had,” and to deduce from that that we
ought to have done better with the finances?
That £505,000 of disabilities grant did nef
ro into general revenue at all,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The £365,000
came out.

The PREMIER: The £365,000 went out
and the other £200,000 went out by way of
the reduction in the income tax, so that the
whole of it went out. There was increased
revenue from public utilities to the extent
of £582,000 which accounts for ahout a
million of it. The Leader of the Opposition
knows and anyone elsewhere who sets him-
self up as a ecritic ought to know that in-
creased revenue of itself brings inereased ex-
penditure.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Gf course.

The PREMIER: And very ofien the addi-
tional expenditure is greater than the in-
creased revenue. An examination of the
figures right down the years from 1911 shows
that, while our revenue has grown from
£3,000,000 to £9,000,000, we have been going
to the bad finaneially. TIn other words the
increase in expenditure has been greater
than the increase in revenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: In wages, sal-
aries, ete,

The PREMIER: And in many other diree-
tions. T'nder speeial Aets in the last three
vears there has been an increase of £521,000
—in itself more than halt a millien.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : But the recoup
is greater.

The PREMIER: I do not know that it is;
there are snch things as unremunerative ser-
vices, In the past three vears the police
expendifure has inereased by £35,000 over
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which the Government had no eontrol what-
ever. Lunacy has increased by £13,000 and
we had no control there, Gaols have in-
ereased by £2,000, medical and health by
£18,000, charities by £14,000, and education
by £66,000, or a total of £151,000 under
those six headings, over which increases the
Government had no eontrol. There have
been increases to the public service, due to
reclassification, amounting to £25,000. Con-
sequently it proves nothing merely to quote
inereased receipts.

Mr. Mann: The Police Department have
been administering the Traffic Aet and that
brought in £70,000 odd.

The PREMIER: Well, it goes out in other
ways.

Mr. Mann: It is special work that the
police have been doing.

The PREMIER: Take the year 1910-13,
in which year there was a surplus, the total
revenue was £3,850,000. In 1924, the last
year of the hon. member’s term of office, it
had increased to £7,865,000. Thus in 13
years our gross revenue increased by
£4,000,000 and, according to my crities now,
the surplus should have kept on increasing
with the increase in revenne. Aeccording to
their logie, if we had a small surplus in
1911, we should have had a very large sur-
plus in 1924 Tbey argue that my gross
revenue has inereased and that therefore we
should have a bigger surplus. In 13 years
the gross revenue increased by £4,000,000,
and yet in that period we went to the bad
and built up an accumulated deficit of
£6,000,000. Where is the value of criticism
of that kind? By all the rules of their logic
we should have had a huge surplus. If we
take the hon. member’s five years of office
the gross revenue inereased from £4,944,000
in the year he took office to £7,865,000 in
the vyear he left office, an inerease of
£2,920,000 in the five years.

Mr. Richardson: A sign of prosperity.

The PREMIER: The hon. member en-
joyed that large increase of revenue and,
according to the argument of my erities, he
shonld have been building up a surplus all
that time. But what was the fact? While
the total revenue inereazed by nearly
£3,000,000, the operatious during those five
vears resulted in a deficit of £2,721,000.

Hon. Sir James Miteliell: Yon know that
I succeeded in reducing the deficit. Tell the
fnets!

The PREMIER: T am answeringz the
class of evitic that thinks he has con-
tributed somethiney important to the «is-
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cussion when he merely yuotes increases
of revenue and says, “There you are; the
finances ought to be better.”

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The finances
did improve during my term of office.

The PREMIER: While the revenue in-
creased by nearly £3,000,000, the deficit in-
ereased by £2,721,000.

Hon. Sirv James Mitchell: What was the
deficit when I took office?

The PREMIER: Those are the facts.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Be fair! What
was the deficit when I took office?

The PREMIER: I do not say that the
hon. memher did not succeed in reducing the
deficit in his last two years of office as
compared with the previous wvears, I am
mercly arguing on the basis adopted by my
erities, and showing how utterly worthless it
is.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you think it
iz unfair to you, you need not be unfair to
me.

The PREMIER. I am not unfair.

Hon. Sir Jomes Mitehell: You are.

The PREMIER: T am stating the facts.
1or a eritic to point merely to an increase of
revenue and argue that the Government
should have done Detter is to heiray total
ignorance.

Mr. Latkam: The Opposition are anxious
that yon should get on with the good work
and baild up a bigger surplus.

The PREMIER: Then I welcome the
support of the Opposition. Tt was said, too,
that the £200,000 of the disabilities grant
had benefited the finances, .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are not
responsible for that statement.

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact it
was the hon. member's own statement, Tn a
statement to the Press criticising the finan-
cial retwrns for the year, he sail T had
eredited revenue with £€200,000 {rom the
disabilities grant as an offset to the re-
duced taxation, whilst T had suffered very
little reduction of taxation.

TTon. Sir James Mitchell:
duce that statement?

The PREMTER: Yes, it was in the news-
paper. s a matter of faet by taking tho
<0000 of Federal orant info revenue and
redneing income taxation by 33-1/3rd per
rent., T have lost money. T made a had deal.
By the 33-1/3 per cent. reduction T have
eiven away more than T hove taken into re-
venue. The member for (ipseovne (M
Angelo), suggrested at the time that perhaps

Will you pro-
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the reduction of 33-1/3 per cent. would be
too great, and the year’s operations have
shown that it was too great.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: There were
some inereases in taxation—land tax,

The PREMIER: But that has not bene-
fited revenue, because it has been given
awny in the shape of reduced railway
charges.

Mr. Richardson: All of it%

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

The PREMIER: All of it. By the 33-1/3
per cent. reduction in income tax I consider
that T have given away probably £250,000,
and at the same time I have been able to
recoup that by only £200,000 from the
Federal grant.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: What was the
total taxation collected last year?

The PREMIER: I have not the figures
before me at the moment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: About £250,0007

The PREMIER: No; about £55,000 less
than my estimate.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Put one-third
on to that and you have £160,000.

The PREMIER: In any ease, we actu-
ally losi by the redoction of income tax.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not think
520,
The PREMIER. I am sure we did. Of
course, there is a natural inerease in income
taxation receipts each year. If it were not
30, the State would be in a very sorry po-
sition,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you received
£320,000 last year and you gave away a
third, you would have got more by the £200,-
000.

The PREMIER: I have not the actual
figures, but I eertainly have lost by the 33-
143 per cent. reduction. In other words, I
huve given away more than the £200,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You gave away
only one-third.

The PREMIER: Yes. Last year I esti-
mated the receipts from income tax at £600,-
000 and reduced thal amount by one-third,
making the estimated receipts £400,000. In-
stead of receiving £100,000 I got onlv
£345,000, whiell amount was eonsiderably
less.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you lost
only one half of the amount yon received.

The PREMIER: T lost £35,000.

Hon, Rir James Mitchell: No, vou are
\\'l'Dl]g.
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The PREMIER: The hon. member keeps
on saying I am wrong, but I know I am
right,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
your own figures.

The PREMIER: You are not. The actu-l
figures show that I have lost. The average
inerease of income tax over a pertod of five
years was £50,000 and the increase for the
year 1924-5 over the preceding year was
£87,000. In making up my estimate I al-
lowed an increase of only £34,000, when I
might well have allowed an inerease on the
basis of £50,000. Taking everything into
consideration I have lost by the transaction.
That is the financial position and I hope
that eritics will cease their (attempts to
show that the surplus has been produced
by other than the wusnal methods or
that it is merely a newspaper surplus.
The hon. member referred to the operations
of the railways, and by quoting figures
sought to show that last year’s results com-
pared unfavourably with those of his last
vear of office, the surplus being reduced from
£142,000 to £32,000. But really last year's
results were bhetter than those of 1023-24.
Interest on capital last year was £100,000
wmore than it was three years ago.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
more railways, you know.

The PREMIER: Yes, and more railways
very often mean greater losses.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not necessar-
ily.
‘The PREMTER : It is recognised that new
railways, especially in agricultural districts,
do net pay straight away, but show losses.
They are a distinet burden for a few years;
that is, until development takes place. In
that respect, therefore, the present Govern-
ment suflered u disadvantage rather than a
benefit from the increased mileage of rail-
ways. Besides the increase of £100,000 in
interest on capital, there was the loss of
£45,000 due to reduction of railway rates.

The Minister for Railways: And that loss
is increasing.

The PREMIER: It increases with in-
ereased business, beeause the rates remain
the same. Therefore, ss business increases,
so does the loss incrense. At the lowest it
amounts to a reduction of £45,000 annually
for the past three years. Working expenses
have, of course, inereased. The cost of staff
Las risen beeause of enhanced salaries due
tn arbitration awards, Additional staff has
to be provided to cope with extra traffie.

I am taking
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The increase in salaries last year, as com-
pared with the salaries of three years ago,
amounted to no less than £366,000. We have
taken over 289 miles of line which &re non-
paying propositions in the early stage. We
have done a considerable amount of regrad-
ing. From working expenses we have con-
tributed £150,000 in three years towards the
work of regrading, a record amount from
that item for any period of three years in
the history of the working railways. There
is also relaying, on which we have spent
£80,000. This, too, is work that might weil
have been done years ago. The system, of
course, will now get the advantage of it,
I need not go into the figures of expendituve
upon rolling stock, which is expenditure from
Loan; bot the hon, member had ordered ten
locomotives, which came to hand soon after
we took office and which cost rather move
than £100,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That amount
was not taken out of revenue.

The PREMIER : No. I say this is all ex-
penditure from Loan.

Mr. Davy: Ts the regrading expenditnre
from Loan?

The PREMIER: The more money we
spend on rolling stock and matters of that
kind, the more our interest bill gzoes up. The
expenditure affects us to that extent.

Hon. Sir James ‘Mitchell : Bat you save
nwoney by it. Tt is a good investment.

The PREMIER: Quite a numher of
trucks have been built, and a good deal of
rolling stock construetion is in hand now.
After all, T do not suppose Governments
are responsible very mueh for the finaneial
results of the railway system, which is man-
aced by a Commissioner and staff, and
which depends upon influences largely be-
vond the control of any Government. The
Commissioner and his staff, T have no doubt,
did their best in our vears of office just as
they did doring the vears the hon. member
was in power. T know that the Govern-
ments do not ran the railways and are not
largely responsible for the financial resnlts
from them. T willi now turn to the groups,
though 1 shall say little on the subject, as
the Minister for Lands next week will make
a full statement of the position obtaining
on the groups. It is, however, a fact that
a fairly considevable number of holdings
have heen found unsuitable; and therefore,
as has been indicated, reclassification is neces-
sary and will result in a reduction of the
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number of blocks by more than 500. The
Leader of the Opposition said that in this
State no greater trouble had ever been taken
in the selection of land than had been taken
in selecting the group areas. I can only say
that it oreat tromble was taken, those who
took that trouble were, in some respects, not
very good judges of land. Whilst the Op-
position Leader says that the condemnation
of the hlocks shounld not be aceepted without
proof—n statement with which I agree—
he also says it was rvather late to discover
that these 500 blocks were of no use.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It has taken a
long time to discover.

The PREMIER: But the hon. member's
first statement answers his second statement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : No, it does not.

The PREMIER : Tt does, because the cir-
cumstance that the blocks should not be
condemned without proof aceounts for any
delay which it may be thought has cceurred.
One cannot get the proof in a year or two.
To get the proof has taken some years. A
first year's failure in the pastures after the
expendifure of heavy sums in clearing would
not justify.the abandonment of a hlock. We
might well believe that the failure was due to
circumstanees which could be overcome. So
it was the duty of those concerned to perse-
vere for another year, and perhaps for yet
another year, to see if the difficulties eonld
not be removed and the blocks made profit-
able. It is only after, in most cases, three
vears' experience, in some eases two years’
experience——

The Minister for Lands: In some eases
five years'.

The PREMIER: It was only after the
lapse of such periods the Government de-
cided that no good purpose wonld be served
by continuing to persevere and that fur-
ther perseverance would only entail further
losses upon the State. That is ithe explana-
tion why what hon. members might considor
delay has taken place. It has heen asked
why this was not diseovered before, why the
loss that has been ineurred could not have
been avoided by an earlier regromping or
reclassifieation.  But, as I say, we are
not Jjusiified in  resorting to regroup-
ing or reclassification until all reason-
uble efforts have heen made to aseertain
whether the land is suitable or not. How-
ever, the Minister for Lands will eover that
maiter by a statement which he will make
next weck.  The Oppesition Leader com-
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mented on the number of unemployed we
have at present. 1 do not know that the
number is any greater than it has been at
this season for many years past. I inter-
jected that the number of unemployed was
to a considerable extent due to the number
of men who had left the groups; and I
think that can be substantiated. @ Whilst
there have been 4,320 men sent to the groups,
2,272 have left—>52 per cent., more than half.
The men who Jeave the groups must of neees-
sity drift to the labour market, as they have
no money; and since the gronps were estab-
lished, 2,272 men have left them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We never had
4,000 blocks settled. Men left blocks, and
other men came on them.

The PREMIER: Most of those men were
sent to the groups and have left.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But not half.

The PREMIER: Yes. Surely it must be
realised that the throwing of 2,200 men on
the labour market in the course of a few
years is bound to have an effect on employ-
ment. That factor, with another factor, is
responsible, I venture to say, for the unem-
ployed difficulty which we have been experi-
encing.

Houn. Sir James Mitchell :
brought in 4,000 people.

The PREMIER: Whatever number we
brought in, we put a number of people on
the blocks, and 2,000 of them left the blocks
and necessarily went on the labour market.
Thus they were bound to create a difficulty
with regard fo employment. The difficulty
has undoubtedly been increased in the way
Y have indicated.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If the 2,000
blocks are not oeeupied, of course the men
are on the labour market,

The PREMIER: Apart from the blocks
not occupied, there have been some bloeks
which have had half a dozen settlers on them.
One settler went on and stayed a few months
and left, and another came on and stayed a
few months and Jeft, and so forth. All those
who left have gone on the labour market,
and the total number who have left is 2,200.
That number, together with the number of
aliens who are coming to the State, are re-
gponsible for the unemployed diffienlty. If
we bring in a number of people with the
intention that they shall not be a drag upen
the labour market at al!, bui that they shall
become settlers, and if we find that they do
nnt become settlers hut get npon the lahonr
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market, there is the explanation of the diffi-
culty.

Mr. Bampson: A large number of men
are growing up unskilled workers. I think
that is largely the explanation of the trouble.

The PREMIER: But the normal and
average expansion of trade and development
of the State should provide for them. How-
ever, we have in addition this number of
men whom we did not expect to come on the
labour market, and so the position has be-
come worse. Probably there wounld be more
unskilled men than before without any ae-
cretion from the blocks.

Mr. Sampson: Even our own young men
are adding to the unemployed, because they
are uwnskilled workers.

The Minister for Mines: Any number of
skilled workers cannot get work.

Mr. Sampson: There is scarcely a trades-
man out of work in Australia, I believe; at
all events, tn this State.

Mr, Clydesdale: I applied for two trades-
men last week and got 46 applicants.

Mr. Sampson: What trade?

1Mr. Clydesdale: Painting.

The PREMIER: The member for Swan
{My. Sampson} should start a few more
newspapers.

Mr. Sampson: If you can find a few
printers, I can find plenty of jobs for them.

The PREMIER: 1 admit that the hon.
member is doing his best to see that there
are no printers unemployed.

Mr. Sampson: There is a great shortage,
Mr. Premier.

The PREMIER: In addition there has
been an excess of arrivals over departures
of foreigners in the past 12 monthy, to the
number of just on 2,000. All those men
find work somewhere; they are not amongst
the unemployed, not one of them.  They
drift away somewhere and find work. If we
have in one year 2,000 foreigners arriving,
and add to that 2,000 from the groups, mak-
mg 4,000 in all, drifting on to the labour
market, there is bound to be trouble.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How can there
be 2,000 from the groups?

The PREMIER: Does not the hon. mem-
ber realise that there ean be that number?
One block ean be responsible for half a
dozen.

Mr. Lindsay: Tmmigrants have been com-
ing out to fill the vacancies.

The PREMIER: Not Iately, becanse we
require the bloeks for these who have had
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to be removed. Until those people have been
placed we cannof bring in others.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You have been
going on with some sort of a migration
policy during the last three years.

The PREMIER: I know we have, but for
some months past migrants have not been
coming because we liave been faced with the
difficulty I have just referred to—finding
blocks for these who have to be removed.
Many came te the State of their own
volition, whilst 2 number were nominated by
their friends.

Mr. Mann: Don't you anticipate that
there will always be a percentage of foreign-
ers coming to the State?

The PREMIER: I do, of course. But
the question is that they are eoming here in
such inecreasing pnumbers as to create diffi-
culties in the labour markets of Australia.
That will be rather a serious matter.

Mr. Mann: It will not if they are being
employed as agricultural labourers, or are
taking vp land for themselves.

The PREMIER: Of course not, if they
are taking up land for themselves. But
where can they get land for themselves?
There are thousands of our own people
looking for land without being able to
get it.

Mr. Mann: Around the Upper Swan you
will find a number of foreigners working.

The PREMIER : Those are men who
have been in the eountry for a number of
years. Many of them, having been in the
State for years, have acquired land. Even
so, I think the number must be limited. A
great proportion of the foreign element
coming to the State consists of labourers,
who will get on to the labour market.

Mr. Mann: Has the Premier ever taken
a trip from here to Balcatta, and noticed
the work that is heing done on the land
by the foreigners?

The PREMIER: Yes, that is all right:
I am not complaining about that.

M. Davy: They are takiong the place of
Chinamen, in many eases.

The PREMTER.: Yes, and I believe they
make jolly zood settlers in a few years.

Mr. Mann : They are controlling the
vegetable industry to-day.

The PREMTER: T amn not saying any-
thing against them. Some of them make
excellent eitizens. But T do think we can
well do without a number of those who
are the peculiar friends of the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann). I do not like fo name
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the nationality, though I can say they are
the fish-and-ehips crowd. I do not consider
them to be any acquisition to the State.
There is room here for men who will go
out into the country and acquire land, and
in that way help to develop the agricultural
industry, but the gentleman who gets
possession of a few feet of fromtage to a
greasy kitehen off the street is not of much
use to us. T believe the member for Perth
bas about 200 of these people on his roll,
and they are all naturalised, too. I think
we should make representations to the
Federal Government to check the arrivaly
of these people.

Mr. Mann: Yes, that wounld be all right.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the
Opposition had something to say, of course,
with regard to the staie of the rolls, and
he was rather severe upon that provision
which allows the elecfor to keep his name
on the roll during his absence from an
electorate—known as the nomadic voter. T
think the hon. member said that it was a
rotten provision,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: So it is.

The PREMIER : One would imagine that
the whole result of the clections had turned
upon the votes of these nomads. Let me
say this, that of a total enrolment of
209,000, only 291 tock advantage of thu
provisions afforded the nomadic voter. And
those 291 were scattered all over the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Will the Pre-
mier agree that one man has the right lo
live in one electorate and vote in another?

The PREMIER: Let us take the West
Perth resident, of whom we heard so much
during the elections. I do not kmow his
name——

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: He was only
one.

The PREMIER: But he figured in every
speech the hon. member made. If his namn
had only been diselosed, he would have
been as well known in this State as——

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, what was
his name?

The PREMIER: T do not know. Al Y
know of him is that he lived in West Perth,
passed through Northam on his way to
Kellerberrin, and attempted to et on the
Northam roll.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He did get on.

The PREMIER: He lived in West Perth.

Bon. Sir James Mitchell: His wife is
there.
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The PREMIER: His home is there and
that is where he onght to have been en-
rolled. 'The hon. member said this indivi-
dual took advantage of the rotten nomadie
provisions, and that those provisions were
inserted in the et to allow him to remain
on the West Perth roll, and to get on
another roll.

Ion. Sir James Mitehell: He got on the
Northam roll.

The PREMIER:: The hon. wmember said
that it was because of the nomadic provi-
sion that this West Perth resident got on
the train and left it at Northam. T believe
that the train was held uwp for a quarter of
an hour to enable him to enro!, and then
he continued his jowrney to Kellerberrin.

Hon. Sir James Alitchell: I know that
sort of thing fakes place.

The PREMIER: No man has a right to
be on the voll except in a proper manner
and according to the laws of the land, but
I am not going to assert that it is not an
easy matter for the hon. member, or any-
one else, to give instances of persons being
impronerh- enrolled in every electorate of
the State. We know of names having re-
mained on a roll after the persons con-
cerned have left the district, or have heen
disqnalified from remaining on the roll.
That has always oceurred, not only here
but thronghont Australin, We also koow
of impersonations having taken place. One
would think, to hear the hon. member talk,
that 10,000 or 20,000 electors had taken
advantage of the nomadic provisions,
whereas the number was merely 291,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Do you say
that because there were 291 it is all right?

The PREMIER: T am not saying that it
is all right.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then what are
von going to do about it?

The PREMIER : There were manv more
than 291 at past elections who were dis-
franchised because of the ahsence of the
nomadie provision.

Myr. Davy: The provision has been in
the Act for many years.

The PREMIER : Then advantage was not
taken of it. Many left their resideneces
and were struck off. Take the famons
West Perth resident: he was on the voll
for West Perth.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Na.

The PREMIER : Well, let us assume that
h: was. 2 got work at Kellerberrin and

109

while he was absent from Perth his name
was struck off the roll and an election was
approaching.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are gettin~
mixed up.

The PREMIKR: No; he was not long
enough in the other place to get on the
rol)

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: He was on the
Avon roll and was transferred to Northam.

The PREMIER : The hon. member knows
that 30 or 40 were similarly disfranchised.
1t was asswmed that these menm who follow
migratory occupations are labour supporters
and that there would he no barm in their
being disfranchised. If they cannot get on
the roll, it does not matter. That is the
assumption. It would appear that we shounld
not have selected every district for road
work, but concentrated on roads in those
distriets where there was no Labour candi-
date. That, it is contended, is all that should
have been done. Tn some distriets, beeanse
an election was taking place and men were
working on the roads, a noise was made
about it. But nothing was said about the
men employed on roads in districts where
there were no Labour candidates. In the
Murray-Wellington electorate there were
several hundred men on rcad eonstruction
for many months prior to Christmas. Should
we have stopped work there and shifted the
men somewhere else, where they might have
had the opportunity to vole for their
choice?

Mr. Latham: Why did you pay the fares
of a number of men over the Midland vail-
way?

The PREMIER : That is not trme. That
statement was made at the time and speci-
fically denied by responsible Ministers. It
was repeated the other day in the Press that
men were sent over the Midland railway to
worlk at Mullewn. The statement was abso-
lutely mntrue.

Mr. Sampson: It was a were coincidence
that they should have arrived on the last day
that would entitle them to enrclment.

The PREMIER: Because there was no
train vin Wongan Hills to get them there in
titne, it was stated that theiy fares were paid
on the Midland line. There was absolutely
no trmth in that, The men were sent over
the Midland line to work in Midland districts.
Did hon. memhers expect these men to be
sent via Wongan Hills, then via Mullewa, to
employment half way along the Midland
line? Ts that what was desired?
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Mr. Latham: What about the mer working
at Walkaway?

The PREMIER: Beeause men were sent
to districts along the upper engd of the Mid-
land railway, it is said they should have
been sent first o Northam, then along to
Mullewa, then to Geraldton and bagk over
portion of the Midland railway. Those men
who were sent up to work in the Midland
district were very properly sent over the
Midland railway. How else could they have
been sent?

Mr. Sampson: There is an unfortunate
coincidence in conneetion with the date of
their arrival.

The PREMIER: I do not know about
that. The same thing was said about all
the men who were engaged in the Murray-
Wellington electorate, although they bad
been working there for several months.

The Minister for Railways: Some for three
years.

The PREMIER: Yes. We find, however,
that the member for the distriet complained
about the presence of these men. It was said
that the condition of the Bunbury road was
sueh that many farmers were making more
money by standing by with horses pulling
motor cars out of the mud than they were
making from their own land.

Mr. Sampson: That has always been an
industry there,

The PREMIER: The hon. member repre-
senting the district complained just as mueh
as other members did, and said the work
should be stopped. The only thing expected
of us was to stop the whole programme of
road construction for three months, and
allow the men to stand idle. Had we done
that we would have been aceused of raising
an army of unemployed.

“Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No one would
have suggested that.

The PREMIER: More work was done in
the Irwin electorate than in any other.
Quite a number of men were employed in
the Toodyvay and Moora -electorates, in
neither of which Labour had any contest.

Mr. Mann: The men thought they were
in the Northam electorate.

The PREMIER: They were very foolish.
That is the sort of eock and bull story fhat
was told all along the line. It was said that
the men got out at Baker's Hill and thought
they were in Northam.

Mr. Lindsay: They received a terrible
shoek when they found they were in Tood-
vay.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Bampson: They lost interest in Tood-
yay when they discovered that.

The Minister for Railways: They stayed,
and did some work there anyhow,

The PREMIER: The hon. member gave
no evidence and put forward no faects. All
that he says is “They say that men were sent
over the Midland line.” They say the men
were sent out without fools and without any
plant. They say this and that, They say
that orders were given for sandalwood in
the Menzies district. Who are these mythieal
“theys”?  They must be some indefinable
and unspecified people. They said all kinds
of things at eleetion time; they say every-
thing.

Mr. Sampson: I saw them out on the
road from Mullewa.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
suggest that all the men should have been
gathered together in one spot and placed
where Labour had no candidates for Parlia-
ment? No programme of work can be car-
ried on like that. It involves hundreds of
thousands of pounds and over 2,000 men.
Is that bedy of men to he coneentrated where
there is to be no political contest?

My. Mann: Do yeu know

The PREMIER: I do know that if that
body of men had been concentirated on the
metropolitan tramways we eould have de-
feated the hon. member. They could have
been put on to relaving work.

Mz, Mann: Does the Premier know that
the Honorary Mipister controlling the Lab-
our Burean stated that he engaged 1,100
men in one day?

The PREMIER: I do not know that he
said that.

The Minister for Mines: And I have to
say that he did not say it.

Mr. Mann: The Minister did not contra-
diet it.

The PREMIER: If it was said, it was
not eorreet, because not more than 500
men were employed for months after Christ-
mas on road work. T do not believe the Hon-
orary Minister did say so, but T believe
the Press said if.

The Minister for Mines: The Press said
that I spoke of 25 per cent. of the men, but
it was somebody else who did so.

The PREMIER: The Press said thore
things over and over again. All that the
man who writes the “They Sav” column in
the “Sunday Times” needs is a vivid imagina-
tion. They say all these things. “Thev” re-
presents the man in the street. All kinds of
things were said about the hon. member and
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about me, and about every other candidate
at the elections. They were most active in
saying these things, and they said all kinds
of things. WNot one of us had a shred of
character left Leeause of what they said.
What they say boils down to what Smith told
Brown, what Brown told Jones, and what
he told Robinson, and so it goes on. 1t is
like an old woman’s tale told over the back
yard fence, a tale that is passed along tu
other neighbours up the street. No one
knows where it originates. A number of
mythical people is classified under the head-
ing of “they say.”

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you say that
only 500 men were engaged in road eonstruc-
tion during the election period?

The PREMIER : There have been about
2,000 men on the roads during the past few
years. The number has varied from 1,700
to 2,300 for some time past.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: At the previous
elections men were not pubt on the roads in
all that haste. .

The PREMIER: At the previous election
the programme had not been arrangsd and
the full year's grant was not in use. The
Mitchell Government had only spent about
£16,000, and the organisation was not com-
plete.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We had men
out on the South-West roads.

The PREMIER : There was no rnsh about
the matter. Every citizen in this country i+
entitled to a vote.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: A month befove
he gets it

The PREMIER: He is entitled to be
enrolled if he is in the districk for the
qualifying peried. I do not know of any
irregularity at the last election other than
those isolated cases which always ocenr. TIf
one knew all the facts about every election,
one would find that in every electorate some
people were enrolled without fulfilling the
qualifying period. They take the risk. They
do not belong to any party, tut to all par-
ties,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course they
take no risk.

The PREMIER: In conclusion I hope that
members will keep an open mind with re-
gard to the proposed arrangement between
the State and the Federal anthorities on the
question of finance.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We must do so
until we hear more about it. -
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The PREMIER: There is a tendency in
some quarters for men to make up their
minds. without a full knowledge of the facts,
to aot on.some newspaper statement, and to
get preconceived ideas. If they make up
their minds on these things there may he
difficulty about inducing them to alter their
opinion later. They mdy believe they have
t0.be corsistert in the matter. T hope mem-
bers will not be influenced by the specches
that may be made elsewhere, or by state-
ments that may be made, but will keep an
entirely open mind unti] the question comes
hefore them for consideration.

Hon. Sir' James Mitchell: Certain state-
ments have been made. Like all negotiations
with the. Commonwealth, we get only a part
at.a time. °

The PREMIER : [t is impossible to avoid
that.: .I have said very little myself, merely
that the Government have accepted it. Every
member on this side of the House will be
able to express his opinion freely, and to
vote according to his judgment. I hope every
member will adopt that attitude, and that
uone: will ecommit himself until the agree-
ent has been laid upon the Table.

Mr. Stubbs: When will it be here?

The PREMIER:. It should be here this
wéek, The final print should be before us
then. It will have to po before Calinet and
be signed. As soon as it is available, it will
be presented to the Iouse, and tull and
ample opportunity will be provided for mem-
bers te study it before it comes up for dis-
cussion. Jt will be the most important mat-
ter that " this Parliament has heen ealled
upon to deal with for many years. It will
reqnire our very fullest and deepest consid-
ération apart from prejudice and bias. We
must be careful to see that we do not tie up
the State in anything that will hamper its
future development, and must, therefore, ex-
dmine the document from every possible
angle. T hope members will do that and en-
able us to secure the free, fair and impartial
judgment of this Housc and of another place
before the matter is finally dealt with.

Hon. Sir James Mitekell: No one is able
to veniure an opinion because the figures
have not yet heen supplied.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm,

MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [7.31]: T had
haped. before making my maiden attempt
at a speech in this Chamber, to have the
privilege of hearing the senior member for
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the Midland couniry, the member for Irwin
{(Mr. Maley), make his contribution to the
debate.  Then I might have been in the
position of merely endorsing what ke had to
say regarding the difficulties and disabilities
under which we in the Midland country
labour. I have been told that the member
for Irwin has alrendy made his contribution
to the debate by way of interjeetion last
night when the member for Avon (M.
Griffiths) was speaking.

Mr. Richardson: Why do you not wait
until he is here to say that?

Mr. FERGUSON: I am not in the habit
of saying things behind anyone’s baek.

Mr. Richardson: You are doing so now.

Mr. FERGUSON: However, I have had
the privilege of listening to the Premier, and
it has been a pgreat treat. Certninly it is
worth three months' hard electioneering to
have the privilege of sitting here this even-
ing and listening to the Premuer. Sinee the
election, and since T have been more or less
in fhe precinets of the Chamber, I have
heard a good deal in condemnation of the
present Government; but I am not so ob-
sessed with party bias, at least not yet, that
I cannot afford to give credit where credit is
due. I am bound to say that as regards the
earrying-on of the work of this State, the
present Govermment have done fairly well
under somewhat difficult circumstances.

Mr. Mann: You kil them with faint
praise.

Mr. FERGUSON: In my opinion, the
Minister for Lands is to be congratnlated on
the manner in whieh he has tackled his job.
I hope the member for Subiaco (Mr.
Riehardson) will not object to my saying in
the Minister’s absence that he has tackled
the diffieulties and problems econnected with
group settlement, particularly problems
which were not of bis own making but were
bequeathed to him by other Ministers and
other Ministries

Mr. Sampson: There are troubles in con-
nection with every big scheme,

Mr, Teesdale: I hope you are not re-
ferring to Mr. Angwin when you say “other
Ministers,”

Mr. FERGUSON. T say that the manner
in whieh the present Minister for Lands has
tackled the problems and difficulties asso-
cinted with group settlement should exeite
the admiration of every member of the
House. A similar remark applies to the
Minister for Works, who has done good ser-
vice in his department; and I think we
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should give him eredit for it. I had a long
association with the local governing bodies
of this country, and this has bronght me a
little in contact with the Minister for Works
and his department. I am in a position to
state that there is a consensus of opinion
among the local governing bodies in the
back couniry that since the inception of re-
sponsible government there never has been
a Minister for Works so sympathetic and s¢
well disposed towards them as the present
oceupant of the office. I have heard the
present Minister for Works deseribed as “a
little Mussolini,” I to display boundless
energy and enthusiasm on bebalf of the
State is to be a Mussolini, the Minister for
Works may well be proud of the title. Cer-
tainly he has shown a most sympathetic feel-
ing towards the bodies that are earrying om
the work of local government in the back
blocks, and they fully recognise it. I re-
gret that the Minisier’s state of health does
not allow him to take his seat in this Cham-
ber at present, and I wish to express the
hope that before long his health will be per-
feetly restored. In my opinion, it is the
duty of these who are interesied in the wel-
fare of the State to recogmise good work
performed by Ministers, and I am indeed
pleased to be ablé to pay my tribute to the
good work which those individual Ministers
have done. These remarks apply also to the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Agri-
cultural Depariment. Possibly it is because
he is a new Minister and I am a new mem-
ber, but he has always been prepared to
listen to any reasonable proposition put up
to him, and I wish to thank him for the en-
couragement he has given me. The same re-
marks apply to the Honorary Minister in
charge of State Hofels and the Aborigines
Department. That Minister is, T believe,
doing specially good work in the interests
of the unfortunate race which is fast dying
out in Western Australia, I wish to con-
gratulate the Government on their deeision
to proceed with the construetion of the
Ejanding Northwards railway. Notwith-
standing what the member for Avon (Mr.
Grifliths) has said abont other railways—
and 1 consider the railways mentioned by
himi should be constructed—there is, in my
opinion, no line the consiruction of which
has been authorised by Parliament, that will
give such quick and good returns as the
Ejanding Northwards railway. For these
reasons, 1§ should be proceeded with im-
wediately. Having made an inspection of
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the eountry to be served, I venture the
opinion that if the line is completed in time
to shift the present harvest during the first
year, there will be about three-gquarters of a
million bags of wheat transported over that
railway. I do not think there is any other
anthorised railway for which so much ecan be
said. I am naturally proud of being the
Parliamentary representative of an eleeto-
rate like Moore, which I consider to be the
richest of all the country electorates in West-
ern Australia. I ean prove my statement by
referring to some of the diversified interests
that we have in the Moore electorate, They
are more diversified than those of any other
rural electorate in this State. Firstly, we
have the market gardens at the southern end
of the electorate, at Wanneroo, whose pro-
duce is sent to nearly all the capital cities of
Australia and always commands the highest
prices in those cities. The bulk of the veget-
able supplies for the metropolitan area
comes from the Moore electorate. On the
other side of the river we have the viti-
colturists of the Swan, and a little higher
up the orchards. Further up still, there is
mixed farming country along the Midland
Railway, and then there is the wheat belt on
the eastern side of the electorate. Therefore,
I think T am safe in saying that no other
rural electorate of this State is so wealthy as
the Moore electorate. Tn additiom, there is
no other electorate that has had such scant
favour from past Governments. It has al-
ways been highly difficult to induce Govern-
ments to spend money in the Moore electo-
rate, the main reason being that the bulk
of the electorate is traversed by a privalely-
owned railway line. While I am on this
phase of the question, let me say that
there is & consensus of opinion among
the people in that country that no other
Giovernment has been so sympathetic to-
wards them, or has so fully reeognised
their disabilities and disadvantages, as the
present Government.

Member: You had a Premier for years.

Mr. FERGUSOX: Yes, but that Premicr
though he was a very fine old chap, and
though we all had the greatest respect for
him, never saw the need for having very
wuch done in his electorate in the way of
public expenditure, the reason being purely
and simply that he thought other elec-
torates might say he was selfish. One thing
everybody knew bim to be utterly ineapable
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of, and that was selfishness. I am afraid
the electorate suffered as a result.

Mr. Mann: He was not a parish pump
politician,

Mr. FERGUSON: That may be. The
electorate represented by the hon. member
interjecting does not require a parish pums,
as country electorates do, The hon. mem-
ber bas his water sapply from a niee little
tap at his back door. Now I desire to
refer to some of the industries we have in
the Moore electorate. As regards the viti-
cultoral industry on the Swan, there are
two sections—the wine-making seetion and
the dried fruits section. The wine-making
section is at present labouring wunder con-
siderable difficulties, and that the State
Government are not doing much to help if.
The dried fruits industry is in an even
worse position. Seeing that the Govern-
ment have invested gonsiderable sums ot
public money in the industry by placing
returned soldiers on the Swan lands, with
the object of produeing drvied fruits, it is
up to the State to do a little more than is
being done for those growers, Unless some-
thing is done in the near future, they will
be down and ont. The dried fruits grower
on the Swan is at present in a worse posi-
tion than the wheat grower was in during
the partial drought of 1914. T do not know
exactly in what way the Government of
the country ecan assist these pecple, bnt
something should be done to ensure that
they shall be enabled to get a living wage
out of the work they are doing on their
blocks. There is just one little incident I
would like to mention as an illustration of
lack of sympathy on the part of the Gov-
ernment for the dried fruit growers. It is
in reference to the supply of dried fruits
to Government institutions, On what I be-
lieve to be reliable authority I have been
informed that some little time ago the
Tender Board invited tenders for the sup-
ply of dried fruits to the State institutions,
and that owing to what the board regardel
as the high prices submitted to them for
these dried fruits, they refused to aceept
any tender and recommended the institu-
tions econcerned to purchase dates. The
Government of the conntry having invested
o good deal of money in the dried fruits
industry, and the people engaged in that
industry not being in a position to make a
living wage, it is pretty bhard to bave the
position rubbed in by such an intimation
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to Government institutions not to purechasz
loeally-grown dried fruits but, instead, to
purchase dates, which are stones to the
extent of 50 per cent. and which are grown
by black labour.

Mr. Sampson: And they are highly in-
sanitary.

Mr. FERGUSON: I snggest to the Pre-
mier that he take steps to ensure that such
an incident does not oceur again. I hope
he will see the necessity for giving en-
couragement to the growers of dried fruits
at least to the extent of using their pro-
duets in Government institutions, and thus
giving a lead to the rest of the State.
Reference bas been made by the membey
for Avon (Mr. Grifliths) to the reduction
of road board subsidies. Some few years
ago there was no such thing as road board
taxation, or loeal government taxation.
The money spent by the road boards in
those days was supplied out of Consolidated
Revenue. Later on, the local governing
hodies found themselves ecompelled to strike
rates, and the State Government subsidiscd
those rates to some extent. The subsidy
has been gradnally eat down, and this year
only about 50 per cent, of it remains.

Mr. Sampson: A little less than 50 per
cent,

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes,, it may be a little
less.

Hon. J. Cunningham: They are lucky t»
get it.

Mr. FERGUSON : I understood the
Premier to say that the State was finding
a considerable amount of money in connee-
tlon with the construction of roads under
the Commonwealth grant, and that the
State could not be expected to maintain
the subsidies. Two years ago an arrange-
ment was entered into between the Com-
monwealth and the State under which
roads were to be constructed on a pound
for pound basis. Subsequently the State
pointed out to the Commonwealth that that
was not o fair division, because the State
was eompelled to pay administration ex-
penses. In consequence of that the Com-
monwealth agreed to find £1 on condition
that the State contributed 15s., and that
basis was fixed. As soon as that basis was
established, and as soon as the elections
were over, the Government promptly re-
duced the subsidies to the road boards,
thereby committing a breach of faith with
the Commonwealth Government.
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The Minister for Justice: Nonsense!

Mr. FERGUSON : The Commonwealth
(tovernment were led to believe that we
were doing a certain amount of work in
connection with the expenditure under th:z
road grant, and it was in consequence of
those representations that they agreed to
contribute £1 to every 15s. contributed by
the State. Surely it was a breach of faith
to take the action I have indicated after
entering into such an agreement!

Mr. Mann: Which Minister was respon-
sible for that?

Mr. FERGUSON: I take it the Minister
for Works was responsible, becanse it has
been done since the eleetions. I am not
responsible for all the sins of the Minister
for Works., Althoungh he has done very
well in many respeets, certain things have
been authorised that warrant me in eritieis-
ing hiin and members of the Government
generally. Reference has been made to the
Vermin Act Amendment Act passed by the
last Parliament. That legislation has
eaused more comment and dissatisfaetion
in the rural distriets than any other Act
passed in recent years.

The Minister for Jnstice: They asked
for 1.

Mr. FERGUSON: 1t is very diffieult for
me to hear interjeetions; I have defeetive
hearing in my left ear, and therefore cannot
hear anything from the Government side of
the House.

Mr. Lambert: You certainly will not hear
anything intelligent on the other side.

Mr. FERGUSON: I hardly agree with
that.

Mr. Sampson: At any rate, you are much
to be envied!

Mr. FERGUSON: T believe there is a
biblical injunction having reference to re-
quests for bread and receiving stones. That
is what we got in this instance.

The Minister for Justice: No, you asked
for bread and you got bread.

Mr. FERGUSON: We got twice as much
in taxation as we asked for.

Mr. Griffiths: Four times as much.

Mr. Angelo: Youn got dongh instead of
hread!

Mr. FERGUSON: As there are as many
sheep in the South-West as in the pastoral
areas, surely it is only fair and equitable
that the money for paying the bonuses for
the destruction of dingoes, foxes, and hawks
should be contributed on a fifty-fifty basis
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by the two industries. On the other hand, we
find the farmers in the agricultural areas
have to pay four times as much as the pas-
toralists. In my opinion this money should
be taken from Consolidated Revenue and the
State should receive some assistance from
the Commonwealth beeause the destruction
of vermin ig a national concern. The depre-
dations of dingoes, foxes, and hawks canse
an economic loss to the whole of the people
of the Commonwealth, and it is not right
that one section only should pay for the de-
struction of those pests. At present every-
one owning 160 or more acres of land is
called upon to pay the vermin tax. There
are many people who own holdings of that
extent who are called upon to pay the tax
but bave no more interest in the destruetion
of the pests than have men who own corner
blocks in Hay-street or St. George’s-terrace.
There are men who own blocks in the Swan
distriet for vineyard purposes, and others
who have small areas in the South-West and
elsewhere, who have never seen a dingo, fox,
or hawk in their lives, and are therefore un
more interested in their destruetion than are
shopkeepers in Perth. Why should such
people be ealled upon to pay the vermin
fax? 1t passes my comprehension. I know
of two instances of men owning 160 acres
and 140 acres respectively in the Swan dis-
triet. The man owning the block compris-
ing 140 aeres has 100 sheep, whereas the
man owning the 1G0-aere block has his land
mostly under vines but also has some 30
sheep, The man who has 140 acres is ex-
empt, bui ihe man who has the greater area
has to pay the tax! There should be some
differentiation in respect of the bonus paid
in the North and that paid in the agricul-
tural areas, Prior to the 1st July last the
bonus payable in the northern areas was
something like 51, but now a uniform bonus
of £2 applies throughout the State. Under
those conditions the dingo trapper in the
North will make a small fortune.

The Minister for Justice: And good luck
to him!

Mr. FERGUSON : I say good luck to him,
too, for 1 realise that we must get rid of the
vermin. On the other hand, the existing
legislation debars loeal aathorities in the
agricaltural areas from coniributing any-
thing towards the bonus paid by the central
board for the destruction of the pests.

Hon. H, Millington: That is not se,

Mr. Lindsay: Then you have only just
recently altered the position.
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Mr. FERGUSON': I have it direetly from
the officials of the Agricultural Department
that the local boards will not be allowed to
use their funds for subsidising the bonus
paid by the central hoard.

Hon. H. Millington: The Act does not
prevent the boards from subsidising the
bonus,

Mr. FERGUSON: Do I understand that
the Aet does not prevent local boards from
contributing funds so as to subsidise the
bonus paid by the central board?

Hon. H. Millington: It does not.

Mr, FERGUSON: Then it is peeculiar
that we have been notified by the Agrienl-
tural Department that we cannot use our
funds in that direction, With all due re-
spect to the Minister, I say he is wrong. The
legislation should be amended so as to enable
local governing authorities to supplement
the bonus paid by the central board. For
some time past the road board with which
I am associated hag been paying & honus of
£5 per sealp. Even at that price it has been
difficult to get trappers and others to devote
the time necessary to the destruction of the
pests I bave mentioned. At the same time
the efforts of the board have suceeeded to a
certain extent and the pest has been reduced
very considerably. Now that we have been
probibited by the dictum of the Agricultural
Depariment from paying the bonus, we will
not be able to pay more than £2 per scalp
as from the 1st July, That means that no
trapper will devote his time and energy in
an endeavour to cope with the pest. The
reward to him will not be adequate. Al
voad boards in the agricultural areas are
desirous of having the power to utilise their
funds to saopplement the bonus paid by the
central board.

Hon. . Millington: They will be able fo
do it.

Mr. FERGUSON: At present they are
debarred from doing so. If they are not
prohibited by the Act, they have been de-
barred in conseguence of the notification
from the Agrieultural Department. I wish
now to refer to the Midland areas. I do not
mean the small tract of country on either
side of the Midland railway, but to the whole
avea extending from Midland Junction to
Geraldton and from Goomalling to Mullewa.
Naturally we are proud of that area because
it furnishes the State with the biggest farmer
in the world, and also the highest average of
any distriet in the State. It has done that
for many vears past. Although the member
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for Toodyay (Alr. Lindsay) may feel in-
elined to contradiet my statement, statisties
supplied by the Government, confirm it.

Mr, Griffiths: The Midland area has the
highest average.

Mr. Lindsay: But does not prodnce the
largest quantity of wheat.

Mr. FERGUSON : That is due fo the pre-
sence of a privately-owned railway line that
has made it difficult for the country to be
developed along right lines The Midland
area comprises some of the most feriile land
in Western Australia. That is demonstrated
at the Hoyal Agricultural Society’s show
year by year, giving evidence of the stock
produced in the area,  Moreover, another
sign of the progress of the Midland areas
has been the capture of that coveted prize,
the Governor’s Cup, on numerons occasions.
From the standpoint of fat lamb raising,
there is hardly any other district in the
State that c¢an approach the Midland areas,
People resident in that part of the State
are keen on achieving two things. The first
is the purchase by the State of the Midland
railway and the second is the construetion
of a railway from Jurien Bay on the coast
castwards. Dealing with the Midland rail-
way first, I affirm that the development and
progress of the whole of the Midland aren
has been retarded and has been carried out
on absolutely wrong lines. This has been
due to the country being served by a pri-
vately-owned railway. In other parts of
the State, served by State railways, by far
the biggest percentage of the farms ecom-
prise areas of between 1,000 and 1,500 acres,
whereas in the Midland areas men with long
purses have Leen able to pick the eyes out
af the country by the purchase of huge
areas. That is not in the best interests of
Western Aunstralia as a whole, for the towns
established along the Midland Railway, or
for the Midland Railway Company either.
Those at the head of the company have been
far too shori-sighted, and have not been able
to see that such a policy is not in their own
interests, Had that land been served by a
State railway, such conditions would never
have ottained. The reply furnished by the
Premier to my question yesterday will be
very disheartening to the people in the Mid-
land district. We had hoped that the time
was coming when we would be relieved of
the additional tax due to the country being
served hy a private railway. The Midland
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people are of the opinion that they are
treated Ly the State Government in a some-
what similar manner to that which Western
Anstralia claims is meted out to her by
the Commonwealth, Not too much sym-
pathy has been shown towards the settlers in
the Midland areas, and therefore develoy:-
ment has been held up in consequence. [
will give one instance to indicate the hard-
ships under which they are suffering. 1
have studied the railway freight charges on
the State railways and have compared them
with those levied on the Midland line, [
find that the freight on a 6-ton truck of
power kerosene, earried over a distance of
120 miles on a Government railway is £3
12s. 2d. per truck less than is charged over
a similar distance for a similar truck con-
veyed partly over the Midland line and
partly over the State railways. Under such
eonditions it is not to be expected that the
prunary producer in the Midland areas can
rompete with his fellow producers in other
parts of the State. That is one of the handi-
caps they have to put up with, and there
are many more of them as well. We have
experienced great diffienlty in induecing, not
only the present Government but former
Governments as well, to see the wisdom of
spending a fair share of the revenue of the
State in the Midland areas. Governments
seem to be of the opinion that there is a
possibility that any assistance rendered in
that direction may help a foreign eompany.
1t has to be remembered that the Midland
Railway Company commenced operations in
this State and spent money in its develop-
ment at a time when it was impossible for
the State to build & railway through the
Midland areas. It is up to the State Gov-
ernment to give the company a fair deal,
I am not quite sure that they are getting it.
No one will accuse me of being a great friend
of the Midland Railway Company, because
I have probably ecriticised them more thau
anyone else, but there are times when one
feels that something shounld be donme to re-
lieve them of their property by means of
the State acquiring it. The people there
have been endeavouring for many years to
get the State Government to purchase the
line. 8o far we have never been able to
find a Government able to work up sufficient
enthusiasm to purchase it. Years ago, when
the present Leader of the Opposition was
Premier, we tried to get him to do somethiny
in the matter, but without avail.
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Mr. Sampsen: You mean his efforts were
nuot suecessful, :

Mr. FERGUSON: Since the Leader of
the Opposition is not here just now, I might
he aceused of saying something behind his
back. However, as his offsider is bere, I
may remark that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was reporied to have said there was not
an aere of good land north of Perth, at all
events not worth troubling about.

My, Sampson: He must have been misre-
ported. No such statement was made.

Mr. FERGUSON: Well, twelve times yes-
terday the Leader of the Opposition quoted
things that he had been told. Possibly T was
told this by the sume man. I€ the Leader
of the Opposition never said it, at all evenis
his efforts on behalf of these Midland dis-
tricts proved what he thought of the land.

Mr. Sampson: You are not justified in
saying that.

Mr. FERGUSON: When the present Gov-
ernment came into office we had hopes that
they were going to do something with the
Midland railway proposition, for the Pre-
mier took up the matter with more enthus-
iasm than his predecessors had shown,

Mr. Richardson: He negotiated, just as
the Leader of the Opposition did, but with-
out surcess.

The Minister for Railways: This Govern-
ment offered the price that the previous Gov-
crnment conld have got the line for, but the
offer was refused.

Mr. Richardson: The longer il remains,
the higher the priee will be.

Mr, FERGUSON: If any of us wanted
to set about buying a railway system, the
first thing we should do would be to have
a valnation made of the property. The Gov-
ernment of the State have not had a valua-
tion of the Midland lands made since the
late Mr. William Paterson, of the Agricui-
tural Bagk, inspeected the property, and
placed a valuation upon it. That was nearly
20 years ago. There has been no examinu-
tion of the land since then, and nothing more
than a cursory examination of the line.

Mr. Teesdale: Then there is nothing more
to be said.

Hon. Y. D. Johnson: No proper valua-
tion of the land has been made by the Lands
Department.

Mr. FERGUSON: But iand up there that
was looked upon as useless 20 years ago is
growing highly profitable crops fo-day. We
would like fo induce the present Government
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to put a little enthusiasm into this matter
and make another etfort to see if they can-
not purchase the Midland railway.

Mr. Sampson: Now you arve on right lines.

‘The Minisier for Railways: Yoo might
show us how to raise some cash.

Mr. FERGUSON: I do not think much
cash would be required. The Premier, when
he returned from the Old Country, said it
was useless to uegotiate with the Midland
Company, because every time the watter was
mentioned the price was put up still higher,
That has not always been so. 1 must say in
tairness to the eompany that when they have
put up the price, they have oilered to sell
more property within that price. On onc
occasion they increased the price from a
million to £1,850,000, but in that increased
price they offered their equity in the land
s01d but not paid for. The promissory notes
due on that iand were worth £300,000. In
addition they offered several new engines and
some new rolling stock. As the result of the
progress of the State and the development
on the land they had disposed of, the com-
pany’s railway had been converted from a
losing proposition into a payable one. There-
fore they had a right to claim a litile extra
for it.

The Minister for Railways: But they had
suld a lot of their land in the meantime.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes, and every acre
they sell makes their railway line more valu-
able.

The Minister for Railways: But not the
residue of their landed property.

Mr. FERGUSON: Any eompany with a
payable tusiness to sell is likely to increase
the price in accordance with the prospeects.
Will the Minister for Railways give an as-
surance that he will endeavour to take up
this matter with the Midland Railway Com-
pany again and see if he can strike a bar-
gain in the interests of thg people of that
country? At present thousands of settlers
there are dissatisfied with their lot beeause
they are not on the same basis as their fel-
low producers in other parts of the State.
We pay a little more in taxation but we do
oot get a fair shave of the loaves and fshes,
If the Government were to take up the mat-
ter with the Midland Railway Company now,
and make a valuation of the whole of the
property, there would be a possibility of the
complete coneern being acquired by means
of arbitration, which would be fair to both
sides. 1 make that suggestion to the Minis-
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ter for Railways in the hope that he may
aet upon it. The other thing about which
the people of the Midland country are eon-
cerned is the construction of a railway from
Jurien Bay castward. Although my friend
the member for Avon (Mr. Grilliths) thinks
his railway shouid be constructed tefore all
others, I consider that the Government should
construet the railways that will do most good
to the State by opening up new country,
rather than go on with a railway authorised
for many years, but whieh will not render
as great a service to the Sfate. A railway
from Jurien Bay to the south-east would
open up a very fertile tract of country at
Dandarragan, a counfry very little known in
Western Australia to-day, except in point of
stock raising. Yet for viticulture and dairy-
ing it iy far ahead of anything else in the
State. There is room there for 50,000 acres
of vines. As I say, that distriet is better
suited for viticulture than is any other part
of the State. Theve is no land in the Swan
district or at Toodyay to be eompared with
the Dandarragsn country {or viticulture; and
I, coming from the Swan, say that. I can
refer members to the viticultural expert at
the Department of Agriculture, who will
endorse what 1 have said. Moreover, that
area of country is not in my electorate, so
I eannot be aceused of grinding an axe.

My, Sampson: The finest vineyard in Aus-
tralia is in the Swan district.

Mr. FERGUSOX: And when the Dan-
darragan distriet is opened np the finest
vineyard in Australin will be there. Also
that railway would open up some very fine
fertiliser deposits along that stretch.

Mr. Griffiths: Are they not of too low a
value?

Mr. FERGUSON: No, they will be quite
worth working when railway communication
is provided, although the stuff will not pay
if it has to he earted so great a distance.
That railway could be continned through
Moora to Bindi Bindi on the Piawaning-
Miling line and on through Ballidu on the
Wongan Hills line to the eastern spur of
the Ejanding Northwards raitway, and event-
ually out towards Bullfinch. The line would
have a wonderful effect on the opening up
of all that ecountry. Jurien Bay, I am as-
sured, could be made an excellent port. It
is the natural port of all that country I have
mentioned. Hundreds of thousands of bags
of wheat are being grown in that eountry
to-day, and there will be many thousands
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more when the Ejanding-Northwards railway
with its eastern spur is built. Al the wheat
grown from Winchester to Mogumber on the
Midland line, from Piawaning to Miling on
that line, and from Buntine to Wongan Hills
on the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line, and on
the northern end of the proposed Ejanding-
Northwards railway can be shipped far more
economically at Jurien Bay than at either
Geraidton or Fremantle.

Mr. Angelo: The member for Geraldton is
not listening, nor is the member for Fre-
mantle.

Mr. FERGUSON: I am sure those
members would not stand in the way of the
development of the Slate, even if it were
to huve some slight prejudicial effect on
their own ports. The Minister for Agricul-
ture on his retwrn from a trip through the
eastern distriets recently referred fo the light
lands of the country in glowing terms. He
said there were nine million acres of light
land in close proximity to existing railways.
I have suggested to the Minister that he
should establish a light lands experimental
farm in the Midlands distriets, and I sineerely
hope he will see his way to do so. For out
of the nine million acres of light land two
million acres are on the westward side of
the Midland railwayv, and at present are
scarcely being ufilised at all. There is just
this difference between the light lands west
of the Midland railway and the rest
of the light lands of this State: the
land west of the line will not grow payable
wheat erops. All the light lands on the east-
ern side are producing payable wheat
crops, but that to the west is not capable
of such a result. Sill there may be other
nses for that land, such as the growth of
fodder erops and the earvving of sheep, and
so it 35 up te the Government to prove
whether that huge area of land, ideally situ-
ated in point of climate and rainfall, with
an existing railway ou one side and a natural
port on the other, is not eapable of giving
a good return. Tt is a great pity that the
whole of it should b lyving idle at present,
producing nothing hut rabbits and dingoes.
If the Governiment would spend £5,000 ex-
perimenting with 5,000 acres of that land,
they could demonstrate whether or not a
settler could make a living ou it. Tt is
n job for the State, not for the private in-
dividaal., If the experviment proved a failure,
probably many thousands of pounds would
be saved to private individuals, while if it
proved a suecess it would be a very fine
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investment from the point of view of the
State; because that two million aeres now
Iying idle wonld promptly be taken up and
made to produce wealth to help pay the taxa-
tion we have to contribute towards the
carrying on of the State. T should like to
refer to one or two other matters in which
my electors are keenly interested. One is
the accommodation provided at the Wongan
Hills State hotel, It is the only State hotel
in the Moore electorate, and it is conducted
on ideal lines. The district served by the
iown of Wongan is one of the finest of our
wheat districts, but the accommodation at
the hotel is entirely inadequate for the Te-
quirements. I have been at that hotel seek-
ing accommodation a number of times
during the past 12 months. On each ocea-
sion I have found every room in the hotel
vccupied and the verandah space fully
taken up by beds. If the license were held
by a private individual the Licensing Board
would compel him to supply reasonable
accommodation to meet the requirements
of the distriect and of the travelling public.

Mr, Sampson: It is time the Lieensing
Board vigited the hotel and also the Bruce
Rock hotel.

Mr. FERGUSON: I urge the Treasurer
to endeavour to find sufficient funds so that
the necessary additions to the accommoda-
tion of that hofel may be made.

Mr. Sampson: Why not let it to a private
individual, and then vou would get the
proper accommodation?

Mr. Marshall: And have it like the hotel
at Mullewa?

Mr. FERGUSON: The Wongan Hills
hotel is well condueted, and no resident of
the distriet would hear of a privale hotel
being started in opposition, provided the
required additions were made. There is not
sufficient business to warrant the erection of
a private hotel to compete with the State
hotel. The public buildings at Wongan Hills
are the only ones in the town that do not
meet requirements. The post office—which
I know comes under the Federal Govern-
ment—the railway station and the State
hotel are inadequate for the requirements of
the township. Many years ago the Govern-
ment of which Sir Henry Lefroy was the
Leader, spent a good deal of money in sink-
ing an artesian bore in the Moora distiret.
It was somewhat of a failure, largely be-
cause it was not completed. T ask the Gov-
ernment to make an attempt to demonstrate
whether the sub-artesinn basin exists in {hat
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locality. Moora is the principal town on the
Midland railway and it is without a water
supply. I believe it is the only town of its
size and importance in the State that has not
a water supply of any kind.

Mr. Lindsay: Wyalcatchem has not one
yet.

Mr. FERGUSON: Wyalcatchem is only a
pup compared with Moora. Efforts have
been made by the Public Works Department
to loeate water there, but so far a satisfac-
tory scheme has not been provided. A pro-
position bas been made that a well should
be sunk in a certain place and that the resi-
dents should agree to pay 3s. 6d. in the
pound to meet the cost. No resident of the
town will undertake to do that, becanse all
are quite satisfied that the well will not yield
sufficient water. The Works Department
officials, on the other hand, say there is suffi-
cient water. The owner of the land on whose
property the hore was sunk has endeav-
oured to get sufficient water in that locality
for his own requirements, and has failed, and
50 it 1 not likely that the residents of the
town would enter into a contract that would
make them liable for a rate of 3s. 8d. to
furnish a water supply at a spot where they
are of opinion water is non-existent. On the
occasion of the visit of the Honorary Minis-
ter (Hon. J. W. Hickey) to Moora we
pointed out the necessity for making addi-
tions to the eourthouse. I suggest to the
Minister for Justice that he discuss the mat-
ter with the Honorary Minister with a view
to having the additions made. The present
courthouse is about big enough to swing a
cat in, and all the business of the district is
done there. Apart from the court business,
there is all the electoral, savings bank and
other work that clerks of courts have to do,
and it has all to be done there, There is only
one little room for the purpose, and it is
always congested. I hope the Minister for
Justice will see his way to increase the ac-
commodation. During my election campaign
I found that throughout my electorate and,
indeed, in other parts of the State, there is
a keen demand for a redistribution of seats.
The present state of affairs is entirely un-
satisfactory, and I hope that before long
the Government will introduce a Bill to give
effect to the wishes of the people.

Mr. Sampson: It is a seandalons pogition.

Mr. FERGUSON: 1In the Governor’s
Speech mention was made of a Bill
to authorise State insurance. T am of
opinion that there is no demand from
the ecountry for State insurance. The people
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are satisfied that mno good will acerue
to them from the State’s embarking on
insurance business, and they are unani-
mously of opinion that insurance is a
business that should be left to private
enterprise.

The Minister for Mines : Not unani-
mously of opinion, by & long way. Do not
say’ that.

Mr. Marshall: The last election proved
your argument to be absolutely wrong.

Mr. FERGUSON: It proved nothing at
all in the matter of State insurance. The
member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
raised the question of ithe influx of sounth-
ern Kuropeans. The Premier, in his
speech, stated that many of the southern
Europeans who have come to the State
would make good settlers. In his policy
speech delivered at Boulder prior to the
elections, he stated that the ultimate
prosperity of Western Australia depended
absolutely upon the uninterrupted progress
of the primary industries. He did not sa;
it depended on the uninterrnpted progress
of the motor industry, the printing indus-
try, or the brickmaking industry; he said it
depended absolutely upon the uninterrupted
progress of the primary industries. The
uninterrupted progress of the primary in-
dustries is dependent largely upon the
ability of the people engaged in those in-
dustries to get the country they take up
cleared and cultivated at reasonable cost,
and with the utmost expedition, and that
is work for which the sonthern Eunropeans
are eminently suited. It is the class of
work they are doing at present. T expect
the member for Kast Perth would reply
that Australians could do it if a reasonable
rate were paid for the work. That is not
s0. The man who wants his land cleaved
ijs prepared to pay a reasonable price, but
he wants to get the work done. The Aus-
tralian does not want to do it. The Aus-
tralian ean do other jobs for which he is
temperamenially more suited, and leave
the clearing work to the southern Euro-
peans. I have done my share of clearing,
and at best it is hard, bullocking work.
There are hundreds of thousands of acres
in the Midland districts that need to he
cleared.

Mr. Sleeman: At what price?

Mr. FERGUSON :
enter into the cquestion.

The price does not
The southern
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Europeans will not do it any cheaper than
wonld Australians, but they will do it.

Ar. Sleeman: The Australians would do
it better,

Mr. FERGUSON: There are a good
many hundreds of soutkern Europeans in
the Midland diséricts, hut not one of them
is working at a lower rate than an Austra-
lian would receive for the work. They arz
shrewd enough to know what the Austra-
lian gets, and they will not undertake the
work at a Jower rate. The Australian
would receive the preference if he would
do the work, but he does not want it and I
do not blame him, The member for Fre-
mantle has done a little clearing in his
time, and T know that he does not want to
do any more of it. He prefers his present
job.

Mr. Sleeman: I still say the Australian
would do a better job.

Mr. FERGUSON: There are not enongh
Ausfralians available to do it, and the
southern Europeans are doing it, and doin s
it well. T do not say that Australians
would not do it as well; but they are not
available to do the elearing that is required
at present.

Mir. Sleeman: There is not enough brass
available to encourage them to do it.

Mr. FERGUSON: The southern Euro-
peans do not hang about the metropolitan
area after arrival, but get straight into
the bagkblocks and undertake this class of
work. They are not educated men, like
Australians; they are sunited for this work,
and the hard teil and long hours they will
put up with, whereas the Australian will
not. I believe there is a good time in store
for this State. We have the promise of a
wonderful season. I have spent all my lif=
in Western Australia, and I do not remem-
ber a season that promised so well through-
out the State. From Wyndham to Albany
the country is in for an excellent season.
Of course, the harvest will depend upon the
rain we get during the next six weeks or
so, but please God we shall get it, and have
a bountiful harvest. Some of the Eastern
States are not experiencing such a good
season. In South Australia and New South
Wales the season is pretty bad owing to
a shortage of rain. On this account I have
a suggestion to make to the Government,
Reeing that we are having such a bountiful
season and that there is sufficient feed in
this State to maintain millions more sheep
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than we bave depastured, it would be a
favourable opportunity to get some of the
starving stock from the Eastern States into
our pastoral areas. It would be a good
scheme for the State Government to take
up with the Commonwealth Government by
offering to transport stock over the trans-
Australian and State railways at a cheap
rate in order to make the fransfer an
economic proposition, The cost of trans-
port at existing rates is fairly heavy, but
it would be money well spent if the two
Governments subsidised the cost,

Mr, Teesdale: Those States charged ns
£15 for chaft when we had a dronght. They
are nice people to do a good taro to.

My, FERGUSON: In conclusion let me
say I have a genuine desire to assist in the
development and progress of my native
State, and if during my term as a member
of Parliament I can do something to that
* end, my ambition will have been achieved.

On motion hy Mr. Sleeman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.27 p.m.

Hegislative Council,
Tuesday, 9th August, 1927,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DAIRYING, SOUTH-WEST
AREAS,

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Chief
Secretary: What is the approximate area
of South-West land, alienated and un-
alienated, suitable for dairying, starting
from 50 miles east of Albany to 50 miles
north of Bunbury?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
approximate area is 7,940,000 acres, but
there is not sufficient information avail-
able to say how ruuch of this area is suit-
able for dairying.

PAPERS—COLLIE POWER SCHEME.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing ordered:
That all papers, reports, plans, estimates,
ete,, in conneetion with the proposed Collie
Power Scheme be laid upon the Table of
the House.

MOTION—TRAFFIC ACT.
To disallow regulations.

Debate resumed from 4th August on the
following motion by Hon. G. Potter:—

That the regulations prescribing omnibua
routes Nos. 7, 16, 20, 42, 48, 54, and 53, under
‘‘The Traffic Act, 1919-1926,”’ published 1n
the ‘‘Government Clagette’? on the 22nd July,
1927, and laid upon the Table on the 2mnd
August, 1927, be and uare hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.35]: Tt is not surpris-
ing that there should he a motion for the
disallowanee of these regulations. Even
it they had been prepared by King Solo-
mon, we would look for such a result.
Many diversc interests are eoncerned, and
those who may suffer or who may imagine
they sutfer even the slightest inconveniensce
are naturally up in arms, and they soon
find champions for their side. Where the
safety. of the public is concerned the in-
terest is too gemeral to win numerous
advoeates, and it is too often the case that,
in the desire to consider the welfare of u
section, the welfare of the mass is over-
looked. The grounds on which the dis-
allowance of the regulations is sought are
the weakest that could be used to influence
a responsible and deliberative assembly
such as the Legislative Council. Because
Mr. Potter and Mr. Gray, and others with
a simtlar Yack of experience in snch mat-
ters, consider that the starting points and
termini of motor vehicles are wrong, that
is no reason why the judgment of experts
on this question should he set aside. We
are asked to obey the behests of Mr.
Potter, Mr. Gray and Mr. Kitson, and
ignore the experience and wisdom of those
whose business it is to give close study io



